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Cie author's defign in this 
L publication is evidently to 
give children fuch a tafte of the 
wretings of the Holy penman, as 
may engage them earneftly and 
fertoufly in the fludy of the facred 
books of the Old and New Tef- 
taments. 

To forward them in this laudr 
able and pious purfuct, he has fe- 
leéied fuch portions of the Scrip- 
tures as are both initructive and 
entertaining ; fuch as will not 

only 
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only feed the fancy, but mend the 
heart, and eftablifh in the mind 
thofe unalterable laws of the De- 
1Ty, which lead us to the knowl- 
edge of himfelf, which cement us 
together in foctety, and on which 
our happinefs both in this life and 
the next muft abfolutely depend. 
fo render this little book the 
more pleafing to children, rt zs 
embellifhed with a great number 
of cuts ; and, that tt may be ufe- 
ful to thofe more advanced in 
years, the chronology of the moft 
‘remarkable Events is preferved, 
and fuch notes interfperfed as he 
had reafon to apprehend would be 


| This 


PREFACE. © ix 

This is the author's defign, 
which, he is perfuaded, every 
good Chriftian will approve ; 
and he hopes that he has been 
careful to execute tt im _fuch a 
manner, as to {pare himfelf the 
pains of an apology to the Pub- 
lich. . 
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Treating of G O D. 


OP isin himfelf from eternity to 
eternity, without beginning and 
without end, the molt perfect and bieffed 
Being: In his fubftance, fpiritual and e- 


% 


ternal ; Ia his perfon, three, united in - 


one 3 7 his name, Father, Son, and Ho- 

ly Ghoft; in his will, holy, jut, merci- 

ful and true; In power, Omaipotent; in 

wifdom, incompreheniible; a light unto 

which none can approach, yet all in all ; 

Ouniverefentin every place; the highett 
B good, 
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good, and the only inexhauftidie faun- 
tain of all goodnefs; the Creator of ail 
things, and the director, Proteétor, Pre- 
ferver, and Suftainer of them ail. .* 
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Cyap. Ii. 


Of the CREATION. 


N the beginning God created the heav- 

heen and the earth. And the earth 

was without form and vaid, and darkne/s 

was upor the face of the deep; ard the 

frit of God maved upon the face of the 

waters. And God faid, Let there he 
light ; 
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ight; and there was light. And God 
faw the light, that it was good ; and God 
divided the light from the darknefs. And 
God cal ed the light Day, and the dark- 
nefs he called Night: And the evening 
and the morning were the firft day. 





‘he firmament: And it was fo. And 
sod called the firmament Fleaven : And 
the 
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the evening and the morning were the 
fecond day. : 
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And God faid, Let the waters under 
the heaven be gathered together. unto 
ane place, and let the dry land appear ; 
and it was fo. And God called the dry 
land Earth, and the gathering together 
of the waters called he Seas: And God 
fawthat i: was good. And God fad, 
Let the earth briag forth grafs, the herb 
yielding feed, and the fruit tree yielding 
fruit after his kind, whofe feed is in it- 
felf upon the earih: “And it was fo. 
And 
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And the earth brought forth grafs, ana 
herb vielding feed after his kind, and the 
tree yielding fruit, whofe feed was in it~ 
felf, after his kind: And God faw that 
it was good. And the evening and the 
morning, were the third day. 


















=i SSS 7 Ee 

SSS eee ; = 

SSS Ba SN a 

= = Flay, Nee 

= a =e oe wu, SS es oS 

Se RY Ff 4 » 3 
== OM HOY SES 
—=— AA ‘ e a 

EN ANN SS 


And God faid, Let there be lights in 
the firmament of the heaven to divide 
the day from the night: And let them 
be for figns, and feafons, and for days 
and ,years. And let them be for lights 
in the Grmament of the heaven, to give 
jight upon the earth: And it was fo. 
And God made two great lights ; the 

greater 
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greater light to rule the day, and the 
leffer light to rule the night; he made 
the ftars alfo. And God fet them in thc 
firmament of the heaven to give light 
upon the earth, and to rule over the day 
and over the night, and to divide the 
light from the darknefs : And God faw 
that it was good. And the evening and 
the morning were the fourth day.* 


*The infpired author of this account of the 
creation hath cold us before, under the firft 
day’s creation, Gen. i. 3. that Ged faid, ‘Let 
there be light, and there was light, whence 
we may reafonably conclude, that the fun, 
moon, and ftars were then created, though the 
chaos might not be fufficiently feparated and 
difpofed to render them diftinét ; and if fo, 
this portion of fcripture can only mean that 
the air being perfectly treed fromm thofe thick 
vapours that had from tne firft day obfcured 
thefe glorious /uminaries, they on the fourth 
day appeared to the earth in all their fplendour 
and magnificence. 


And 
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And God faid, iet the waters bring 
forth abundantly the moving creature 
that hath life, and fowl that may fly a- 
bove the earth in the open firmament of 

eaven. And God created great whales, 
and every living creature that moveth, 
which the waters brought forth abun- 
dantly after their kind : And God faw 
thar it was good. And God bleffed them, 
faying, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 
fiil the waters in the feas, and let towls 
multiply in the earth. And the even- 
yng and the morning ware the fifth day. 

And 


a 
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And Goa faid: Let “the nr bring 
forth the Iving creature after his at 
cattle and creeping thing, .and beat of 
the oprth after his kind; and it was fo. 


And/God made the beaft uf the earth 
after his kind, and cattle after their 
kine, and every thing that creepeth up- 
on the earth after his kind: And God 
faw that it was geod, and God faid, 
Let us make man in our imaye, af- 

terour likenefs ; and let him lave do- 
minion over the fith cf the fea, and over 
fhe fow! cf the air, and over cattle, and. 
over ali the earth, and over every creep- 
ing thing that creepeth upon the earth, 

3a 


Tue HOLY BIBLE. 2é 


So God created man in his own image, 

inthe image of God created he him; 

male and female created he them. And 

God blefled them, and God faid unte 

them, Be fruitful and multiply, and re.- 
plenith the earth, and fubdueit, and have 
dominion over the fith of the fea, and o- 

ver the fowl of the “air, and over every 

living thing that creepeth upon the earth. 

And God faid, Behold I have given you 

every herb bearing eed, which is upon 

the face of all the earth, and every tree, 

in the which is the fruit ofa tree yield- 

ing feed; to-you it fhall de for meat. 

And to every beaft of the earth, and to 

the fowl of the air, and toevery thing 
Ahat creepeth upon the earth, wherein 

there is lite, I bave given every green 
herb for meat; and it was fo. And 
God faw every thing that he had made, 

and behold it was very good. And the 
evening and the morning were the fixth 
day.* 

CHAP. 
* Though Mofes makes no mention of the 
f.ngehick Hofts, in his account of the creation, 
tthe expufitors of the fcriptures are of opin- 
yon that the other placesin holy writ fufficient= 
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Cnyap. IIL. 
Of the Garden of EDEN. 


FY “HUS the heavens and the earth wert 

finifhed, and all the hott of them. 
And on the feventh day God ended his 
Work which he had made; and God 
bleffed the ieventh day, and fanctified ir, 
becaufe,that in it he had refted* trom all 
his work, the creation of all things being 
finifhed, and the work entirely made. 
And the Lord God formed man (that be 
made) of the duft of the ground and 
breathed into his noftrils the bieath of 

life ; 

ly intimate that thofe myriads of Angels 
which ftand before the throne of God, were 
on the firft day created with the light. And 
thefe God hath formed fpiritual, amicab.e 
Beings, whole natures we cannot comprehend. 


*The refling of God being {poken after the 
manner of men, implieth not any wearinefs in 
him, for the Creator of the ends of the earth 
Sainteth not, neither is be weary. Tfa. xi, 23. 
Is was by the ancients made a fymbdo! of the 
reft of the juft from ali their labours ; when 
all grief, forrow, and fighing {hall fly away, 
and God fha)] be all in all. 
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Jife ; and man became a living foul. 
Aad the Lord God planted a Garden eaft- 
wardin Eden; and there he put the man 
whom he had formed. And out of the 
ground made the Lord God to grow ev- 
ery tree that is pleafant to the fight and 
good for food; the tree of lite alfo in 
the midft of the garden, and the tree of 
knowledve of good and evil. Andariv- 
ér went out of Eden to water the garden ; 
and trom thence it was parted, and be- 
came into four heads. ‘Ihe name of the 
firit is Pifon ? That is it which. compafl- 
eth the whole land of Hadvilab, where 
there is pold. And the name of the 
fecond river is Gibon >; The fame is it 
that compaifeth the whole land of Ezhja- 
pia. And the name of the third river is 
Liddekel ; That is it which goeth towards 
the eaft of dfyria. And the fourth river 
is Euphrates. Andthe Lord God took 
the man and put him into the garden of 
Ede, to drefs it and to keep it. And the 
Lord God commanded the man, faying, 
Of every tree of the garden thou mayett 
freely eat; but of the tree of BngIcees 
re) 
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of good and evil, thou thalt not eat of it: 
For in the day that thou eateft thereof, 
thou fhale furely die. And the Lord 
God faid, It is not good that the man 
fhould be alone; I will make him an 
helpmeet for him. And out of the | 
eround the Lord Ged formed every beat | 
ef the field, and every fowl of the air, 
and breught them to Adam, to fee what | 
he would call them: And whatfoever | 
Adam called every living creature, that 
was the name thereof. And ddam gave 
names toall cattle, and to the fowl of | 
the air, and to every beaft of the field 3. 
but for ddam there was not found an: 
helpmeet ter him. And the Lord God 
caufed a deep fleep to fall upon Adum ; | 
and he tock one of his ribs, and clofed | 
up the flefh inftead thereof. And the 
rib which the Lord God had taken from | 
man, made he a woman, and brought he 
unto the man. And Adam faid, This is 
now bone of my bone, and flefh of my 
fleth ; fhe fhall be called Woman, becaufe 
fhe was taken out of man. 
CHAP. 
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Cuap. IV. 
Of ApaM and Eve ia Paradife, their 
Fall and Expulfon. 


UR firft parents thus planted in the 

garden of Eden, or terrettrial para 
dife, were perfectly happy, 4s they were 
perfectly innocent. Whilft they contin- 
ued obedient to the divine command, 
their blifs was uninterrupted, all nature 
(miled around them; and, as they knew 
no fin, though they were both naked they 
were not afoamed, But they did not 

long 
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long enjoy the comforts of this delight- 
ful fituation; for the fnbtrile ferpent, 
(the Devil) by his artful infinuations, 
prevailed ou the woman to eat of the for- 
bidden fruit, which having tafted, fhe 
gaveunto her hufband. And he did eat 
alfo. By this tranfgreffion of the law of 
God, they loft their innocence and hap- 
pinefs together : Their eyes were open- 
ed; they became fenfible of their nak- 
ednefs ; and confciaus of their guilt, en- 
ceavoured to hide themfelves from the 
prefence of their offended creator amoneft 
the treés of the garden. But this was a 
vain atiempt, and equally vain were their 
excufes ; the man laying the blame on 
the woman, and the woman on the fer- 
pant. Hereupon the Lord pronounced 
a heavv curfe upon the ferpent, by whofe 
wiles fin and death were thus introduced 
into the world; but in the midf of his 
anger, taking pity on fallen man, he im- 
mediately promifed that the feed of the 
woman fuould bruife the Serpent’s head ; 
hy which is uncerftood, that mankind 
thould be delivered from fin, from death 
and 
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and the power of the devil, by Jesus 
CHRIST) who fhould be born of a vir- 
ging Fob Eve's difubedience, God pafl- 
ed this fen:ence upon her, / will multiply 
thy forrow and thy conception ;, in forrow 
foalt thou bring forth children and thy defire 
forall be to thy bufoand, and be fhall rule 
over thee. And unto Adam he faid, Curf- 
ed is the ground for thy fake ; in Tokio 
fralt thou eat of it all the days of thy life. 
Thorns alfa and thiftles foatl it bring forth to 
thee ; and thou fhalt eat the herb of the field. 
Jn the fweat of thy face fhalt thou eat bread, 
until thou returnefl unto the ground ; for out 
of it waft thou taken, for duff thou art, and 
unto duft thou fhalt return, Then were 
the falien pair driven: from their feat of 
blifs, and expofed to hardthips, forrow, 

ficknefs, and death itfelf; whichare like. 
wife the juft lot of all their finful pofter- 


ity. 


CHAP. 
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Cuar. V. : 


The Confequence of the Fall, 


HE feed of Sn being fown in aut 

firft parents, fuon fhowed its - fatal 
effects in their immediate cifsprine, and 
afterwards in their moft remote defcenc- 
ants; for Satan, having but tuo wel! 
fucceeded in his firlt attempts upon iLe 
innocence of man, unweariedly puriued 
the advantages he had gained, in onder 
to involve the whole humaa race in mifes 
ry and deftruction. A melancuoly in- 

ance 


THe HOLY BIBLE. 33 


fiance of this we have in the ftozy of 
Cain and Abel, the tons of Adem and 
ive. The former who was a hufband- 
man, dreught of the fruit of the ground an 
cffering unto the Lord ; and Abel who was 
a fhepherd, drought alfo of the firfilings of 
bis flock, and of the fat thereof. But Cam 
(whole heart was fullof hatred and en- 
vy) finding his offering not fo «cceptable 
to God as that of dée/l, was very wrath, 
acd meditated revenge on his innocent 
brother. Accordingly when they were 
together in the field, he took the oppor- 
tunity and rofe up againfi bim and flew 
him; but the blood of therighteous dée/ 
cryed from the ground for vengeance, 
God condemned Cain to be a fugative 
and avagabond tn the earth; {etting a mark 
upon him that none might flay him, fo 
that he might live to bear the flings of a 
wounded confcience. 

However, though fin began to reign in 
the world fo early, God was known to 
and worthipped by the Patriarchs, efpe- 
cially by the family of Seth, one of the 
fons Of ddam: And amonpit thefe Pa. 

| C triarchs 
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triarchs the Scripture mentions Lech; 
who walked with God, and Ged took birs 
out of tae World, fo that be died no:; there- 
by remarkably rewaiding his eminent 
piety and goodnefs, and. pointing out to 
mankind a ftate of futurity. Butin pro- 
cefs of time the pofterity of S$22b was cor- 
rupted likewife and mingled with the 
wicked ; infomuch that the world was 
flied with vtolence,and the corruption 
was fo great and general, that God deter- 
mined to deftroyed the whole race of man 
by the flood, except righteous Noak 
and his family. To chis purpofe Ged com- 
manded Noch to build an ark, in which 
hie and his wife, his three fons, (Shem, 
Ham, and Zaptheth) and their wives, and 
the male and female of every {pecies of 
fowl, cattle,:and creeping things, fhould. 
Le preferved from ihe univerfal deluge. 





GeaAare. VI, 
Of the Fi.cop. 


1; was in the’ year of the werld 1656, 


before Chri? 2346 and the €oothi of 
Neah’s 
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Noah's age, that he and his family, and 
the feveral kinds of animals, as God had 
commanded, entered into the ark, whicla 
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cr were opened, and fuch violent rains 
poured down for forty days and for forty 
nights, that the waters arofe fifteen cu- 
bits above the higheft mountains, and 
both man, cattle, creeping things and 
the fouls of the heaven were deflroyed, and 
Noan only remained alive, and they that 
awvere with bim in the ark. When the 
waters were confiderably abated, 3 
fA ae 
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ark reited on the mountains of Ararat; 
and having continued there feveral 
months, Nozh fent forth a raven, which 
wentto andfro; and after that a dove, 
which finding no refting place, came back 
tothe ark, and he took her in. Seven 
days afterwards he fent out the dove, 
which returned with an olive /eaf in her 
mouth: Aad ,having waited feven days 
longer he fent forth the fanie dove, but 
fhe returned no more; by which he 
knew that the waters were dried from 
cff the earth. God then commanded 
Noah to come out of the ark, with his 
family and the living creatures, in which 
they had been fhut up, according to our 
account of time, from the 29th of Oc?o- 
ber tothe 8th of November the following 
year, that is, one year and ten days, 
Man's life is now fhortened. 
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CuHoape. VII. 


The world divided amongft Noah’s three 
fons and the building of the Tower of 
BaBEL. 


OAH began the new world by 
building an altar to the Lord; and 
he took of every clean beaft , and ewery tiean 
fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the al- 
fer. The Almighty accepted his facri- 
fice, sracioufly promiffing that while 
the Earth remaineth, fced time and harveft, 
gnd cold and heat, ard fummer and winter, 
and day and night, fhaH not ceafe. And 
God fet his bow in the ciouds, (the rain- 
bow) in token of an everlatting covenant 
he made with Noah and all his poflerity, 
that, he would never more defiroy the 
world by a deluge. 
Sixty feven years after the flood, Heber, 
a defcendant of Shem, was born; from 
him came the Hebrews and the Hebrew 
language. About this time Hebron, af- 
terwards the metropolis of Fudab, was 
built. A hundred years after the flood, 
) : Noab 
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Noah divided the earth among his three. 
fons ; Sadat had the weft ot Afa, from 
the mountains Zaurus and Anan, and all 
Europe, Hem had all Avrasia, and all 
Jifricas Shem had all the eafiern fa. 
Fourteen years after the carth was par- 
aittoned out among the fons of Noad, 
Nimrod, tre grandion of Ham, Jaid the 
foundation of the Babyloni/a or Affprian 
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Monarchy. And the world being now 
pretty well replecifhed with inhabitants 
they began to build the city and tower 
of Babel, vainly attempting fo raile its 
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wallsto the very fkies, in hopes of ren- 
dering their names immortal. But God 
foon baffed* their impioyns project, by 
confounding their language fo that they 
could not underftand euch other : And 
thence the tower was called 3aéel/, 
which fignifies confufion. The one lan- 
guage of the world was row divided in- 
to feventy two forts (the Hebrew re- 
inaining in the poflerity of Heber) and 
the diftraGions arifing from hence not 
only put a ftop to the building, but oc» 
cafioned their difperfion aver the face of 
the earth——-The «ity of Badylon, ia 
fome time, under another prince, became 
the metropolis af Chaldea. And fvon 
after Nineveh, the metropolis of Syria, 
was built. 


CrHnap. VIII. 


The Birth and Call of ABRAHAM, and the 
Promifes made to him. Sodom and 
Gomorrah deffroyed. WUfaae bora. 

HREE hundred and fitty two years 
atter the flood, and the next after 

Vogh’s death, the great patriarch wie 

an 
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bam was bern, the father of the Fewifp 
nation, and (ina fpiritual fenfe) of all 
the faithful ; when he was feventyhve 
years of age, God was pleafed to 
call him out of his native country to go 
into the Jand of Cavaan which he prom. 
ifed to give to his defcendants ; that he 
would make of him a great nation, and 
that in him fhould all the families of the 
earth be blefed: As from him accord:ng to 
the flefh, fhuuld defcend the Mefiad, the 
Saviour of the world. : 

About the 27th year of his age, Salen 
(afterwards called Yerufalem) fitnated in 
thecenter of Judea, was built by A/e/- 
chifedeck ; and in the 99th year of Abra- 
ban the facrament ot circumcifion was 
given to him and his pofterity. 

Now Sodom and Gomorrah, Admapb and 
Zeboim, where for their abomunabie fins 
deftroyed by fire and brimftone from 
heaven; only the righteous Log with his 
wife and daughters, were brought out of 
it by two angels, whom Lot had enter- 
tained : But his wife for looking back 

afer 
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after her efcape, was turnec into a pil- 
lar of fait. 





goth, aac was bora. Fitty years after 
which the patriarch Shem died, A. AM. 
21st. From thence it is evident, that 
the whole feries of things, from the cre- 
ation tothis time, might be orally tran{~ 
mitted down in three lives only. For as 
Ifaac was fifty years cotemporary with 
Shem, fo Shem, was ninety feven with 
Methufelab, and he 244 with Adam. Me- 
thufeah died but the year betore the del 
yee; 
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uge; and it is very natural to believe, 
that he di‘courfed often with his grandfon 
Noah and his fons on the fubjects of the 
creation and fall, as he had_ received-the 
fame from Adam. When I/aac was twen- 
tyfive years old, God, in trial of Abra- 
ham’s faith and obedience, commanded 
him to cffer up this his only fon. The 





good man without any hefitation, com- 
plied with the divine command; but 
juftas he was about to flay J/aac, the an- 
gel of the Lord called him to refift; and 
ftérabam looking about him faw a ram 
| caught 
4 
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caught by the horns ina thicket, which 
he offered up inftead of his fon, d2a- 
bam having lived to the age of 175 years, 
gave up the ghoft, and his fons I/aac and 
L/bmael, buried him in the cave of Mac- 
pilab,which he had purchafed for a fam- 
ily fe-ulchre, and where he himfelf bad 
buried Sarah his wife. 

In the 6oth year of SYaac’s age Jacch 
was born, who was the father of Jofeps, 
whofe affecting hiftory is the fubject of 
the following chapter. 


Of JosePH and kis Brethren. 


TT HE Patriarch Jofepd had twelve fons, 
I who were the heads of the twelve 
tribes or families of the children of J/rael. 
‘Their names were Reuber, Simeon, Levi, 
Judah, Ifacher, Zebulon, Dan, Napthali, 
Gad, Afber, Jofeph and Benjamin. Of all 
thefe fons he had the greateft affection 
for Jofeph and Bexujamin, but the tormer 
was his peculiar favourite, and accord— 
ingly diltinguifhed from the reft by gay 
and party culoured apparel. This raif- 
el the envy of his brethren; but what 
increafer 
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increafed their difguft was, that Jo/feph, 
having always the ear of his induizent 
father, was very cfficious in telling him 
their faults, or any little ftortes to their 
difadvantage. Thus he became the ob- 
ject of therr mortal hatred ; which was 
{till more aggravated by his telling thein 
two remarkable dreams; the onc, that 
as they were binding fheaves in the field, 
his fheaf arofe and ftood in the midft of 
theirs, and that theirs made obeifance to 
his fheaf. The other, that the fun, 
moon, and eleven ftars made obeifance 
to him. woth which feemed to portend 
his future advancement and grandeur, 
and their being obliged to bow down be- 
fore him. 

Hereupon they determined to deftroy 
him; and having a favourable opportu. 
nity when they were feeding their fath- 
ec’s flocks in a diftant part of the coun- 
try, they confpired together to kill him, 
and to report that fome wild beaft had 
devoured him, and then (faid they in de- 
rifion) we fhall fee wvhat will become of 
his dreams. But Reubsa dulluaded them 

from 
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from their cruel purpofe, faying to them, 
lbed no blood, but caft him into this pit in the 
wildernefs ; intending afterwards pri- 
vately to carry him to his father. Ac- 
cordingly they caft him into the pit, as 
Reuben advited, having firft tripped him 
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of his coat of many colours, and fat down 
tocat bread. Whillt they were thus re- 
galing themfelves, they efpied a compa-. 
ny of merchants advancing towards 
them, upbn which they went and drew 
Jefeph out of the pit, and fold him for 
twenty pieces of flver. This was done 
in 
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in the abfence of Reuben, who returning 
to the pit, and not finding Jofeth there, 
rent his clothes, and coming to his breth- 
ren, cried out, the child ts not, and T, 
whither fhall I go? They then formed a 
{cheme to conceal their guilt and deceive 
their aged father, to which purpofe they 
kilted.a kid, and having dipyed Je/eph’s 
coatin the blood, they carried it home ~ 
to Jacob ; upon the fight of which the 
poor man, not fufpe@ing any fallacy, but 
concluded that his darling fon was torn 
in pieces by wild beafts, burft into tears, 
and mourned many days refufing to be com- 
jorted, 

The merchants who had bought Joeps, 
carried him to the court of Phurach king 
of Egypt, and We him to Potithar, 
acaptain of the gua@@s. ‘This officer ob- 
ferving that Jofepb was very careful and 
induftrious, and that every thing pro/per- 
edin bis band, advanced him to be ftew- 
ard over all his Louthold ; and for Jo- 
feph’s fake the blefing cf the Lord was upon 
all that Potiphar bad in ike houfe, and in 
the field, 


’ Now 
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Now Jofeph being a very comely youth, 
his miftrefs was fo charmed with his per- 
fan, that fhe endeavoured, time after 
time, to allure him to her bed ; but his 
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virtue was proof again all her amorous 
folicitations Upon this unexpected 
coldnefs her love was turned to hatred ; 
having falfeiy accufed him to her hufband 
of an infolent attempt to rob her of her 
honour, the too credulous Potipbar; 
without further enquiry, confined him 
in the king’s prifon. 

Jofeps had not been long there, before 

he. 
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he gave fuch evidences of his wifdom 
and virtue, that the keeper treated him 
with great indulgence. He hada pe- 
culiar talent at interpreting dreams, of 
which the fnftances of Pharoah’s chief 
butler and baker are a fufficient proof ; 
and in procefs of time he had an oppur- 
tunity of fhewing it to Pharoah himfelf, 
whofe remarkable dreams cogcerning 
the fat and lean kine, and the full ane 
thin ears of corn, gave him preat unea- 
finefs, none of his learned magicians be- 
ing able to interpret them, or give him 
any fatisfaétion. This occafioned the 
chief butler to remember Jofefh, and he 
recommended him to Pharaoh, who tent 
for him out of prifon, and related to him 
hisdreams. Having heard thei, he af- 
fured the king, that the feven fat kine 
and the feven full ears of corn, denoted 
feven years of plenty; and the feven 
lean kine and the feven thin ears fignifi- 
ed feven years of famnine; advifing him 
to fili all the ftore houfes with coin dur- 
ing the firft feven years, that he might 


fupply the wants of his people during 
the 
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the following years of fcarcity, and there- 

y gain immenie fums of money. Ina 
word, Jofepb’s {cheme was highly approv- 
ed of, and himfelf appointed to put it in 
execution, being made fteward of Pha- 
raoh’s houfehold, and ruler (next to the 
King) over all the land of Ezypt. 

As Jofeph had foretold, the feven years 
of plenty were followed by a fevere fam- 
ine, which extended as far as the land of 
Canaan, where Jacod lived ; who, hear- 
ing of the ftore laid up in Zgr4e, fent all 
his fons thither (except Benjamin) to buy 
cern for then fubfiftence. When Jofephs 
faw his brethren, he ‘knew them, but 
made himfelf firange, and fpare roughly to 
shem , laying, Whence come ye P and they 
anlwered, From the land of Canaan to buy 

food, but he told them they were /pies and 
were come to fee the nakednefs of the land. 
And they replied, Nay, my Lerd we are 
no fpies ; thy fervants are twelve breth- 
ven, the fons of one man m the land of Ca. 
naan ; atd hehold, the youngeft is this day 
with our father, and one 1s not. Well feid 
Tefeph, hereby ye aa be proved: For by 
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the life of Pharaoh ye fhall not go forth hence 
except your youngeft brother come hither. 
Send one of you, and let him fetch your 
brother, and ye fhall be kept in prifon, that 
your words may be proved. Having con- 
fined them for three days, he made them 
another propofal : If ye be true mex, ((aid 


he) let one of your brethren be bound in the | 


boxfe cfour prifon ; and go ye, tarry corn for 
the famine of your houfes. But bring jour 
youngeft brother unto me; fo fhall your 
ewords be *verified, and ye foall not die. 
In this fituation they began to refle& on 
their ill treatment of Fofeph, faying, We 
are very guilty concerning our brother in 
that when be befought us we would not 
bear ; therefore is this diftre/s come upon us. 

Thefe words were fpoken in the pref- 
ence of Jofepb, but his brethren knew rot 
that he underftood them ; for he con— 
verfed with them by an interpreter. 
And he turned himfelf from them and wept: 
and returning to them again, took Si—- 
eon and bound bimbefore theireyes. He then 
gave orders to fill their facks with corn, 
to put each man’s money into his a 

an 
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and to give them provifions for their 
journey. This done, they departed ; and 
one of them on the road, having opened 
his fack to give his afs provender, efpied 
his money, and thewed it to his brethren, 
at which they were very much furprifed 
and frighted. However, they purfued 
their journev, and came to Jacob, and 
told him all that had befallen them ; 
particularity that the Lord of the country 
has detained Simeon and infifted on their 
bringing their brother Benjamin into E- 
gypt. This was malancholly news to 
the good old man, and drew from him 
this complaint ; Me have ye bereaved of 
my childien ; Jofeph is not and Simeon is not, 
and ye will take Benjamin alfo. To 
which he added, My fon fhall not go with 
Jot, for if mifchief befal bim by the way, ye 
will bring down my grey hairs with for- 
row to the grave. 

Atlength, however, when. their corn 
was all confumed, and the famine was 
Mill fore in the land, Jacob was prevailed 
upon by Judah’s promife to bring Ben- 
Jamin {fafe home again, to let him go 

down 
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down with his brethrea into Egyr ; 
and for fear it was owing to fome mif- 
take that they brought back the money 
intheir facks, he now ordered them to 
take doubie the quantity, tozether with 
a handfome prefent for the Lord of the 
country. As fon as jofeph was ac- 
guainted with their arrival, he ordered 
a dinner to be provided for them at his 
own houfe, and Simesxs was releafed 
from his confinement. When Ja/esh 
came in they brought him their prefents 
in the moft fubmiflive manner, sowing 
themfelves to the earth; ont he was fo 
affected at the fight of Benjamix, that he 
retired into his chamber and wept. At 
dinner time he returned to them again ; 
and having ge them according to 
feniority, he fent meffes to each of them, 
but Beujamin’s mels was five times as 
bie as any of the reft. 

Jofeph having thus entertained his 
brethren, commanded his fteward to fill 
their facks with carn, and put each man’ 
money in his fack’s mouth, and his fil- 
ver cup into the facx belonging to Ben- 

jamin 
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jamin. \n the morning they fat out 
with their affes, but had not got far 
from the city, when a meflenger cver- 
took them, who accufed them with .tcal- 
ing thecup. They all denied the charge, 
faying, God forbid thy fervants favuid doa 
this thing ; and put the matter toon this 
iffuc, With whomfoever of thy fervants i: 
be found, let him div, and we wall be my 
Lord’s bond* men. Search being nizdc, 
the cup was found in Benjamin's (ack ; 
whereupon they rent their clothes, and re- 
turned to the city; and being come to Jo- 
féph’s houfe, they fell down before him on 
the ground. And Jofeph faid, Whar deed 
1s this thatye have done 2? And Judah an- 
iwered, What fball we fay unto our Lord, 
or baw fhall we clear ourfelves ? God hath 
found out our iniquity and we are thy bond- 
flaves. But Jefeph replied, Gud forbid! 
The man with whom the cup is found fhalt 
be my fervant; but as for jou, get you up 
in peace unto your fathers Then Judai 
reprefented to him with what difficalty 
he had perfuaded Jacob to part with Ben. 
jamin, and that he was obliged to become 
furety | 
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furety for the lad to his father, faving, 
if I bring him not unto thee again, then will 
L bear the blame for ever. Therefore, 1 
pray thee, let thy fervant be a bond flave 
inflead of the lad, and let him go up with 
bis brethren ; for bow foall I go to my fath- 
er, and the lad be not with me ? lt I do, 
he will furely die. 

Jofepb could now no longer refrain, but 
ordered every man out of the room be- 
fore he made himfelf known to his breth- 
ren. 4nd he wept aloud! And faid, lam 
Jofeph ; doth my father yet live, Atthis they 
were aftonifhed, and could not anfwer bint, 

Sor they were troubled at bis prefence. He 
then defired them to come near to him, 
and faid : Lam Jofeph, your brother whom 
ye fold into Egypt. Now therefore, be not 
grieved nor angry with yourfelves that ye 
fold me bitker ; for it was not you that fent 
me, bat God fent me before you to preferve 
life. Hafte ye tomy father and fay unto 
him: Thus faith thy fon Jofeph, God bath 
made me Lord of all Egypt ; come down unto 
me, tarry not: And thou fhalt dwell in 


‘the land of Gofhen, and there will I nourifh 
thee 
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thee, left thou and thy houfehald come to pov-~ 
erty ; for there are yet jive years of famine. 
Beh:ld your eyes fee, and the eyes of my 
brother Benjamin, that itis my mouth that 
Speaketh unto you. And be fell upon Benja- 
min’s neck, and wept, and Benjamin wept 
upon bis neck. Moreover he kiffed all bis 
brethren, and wept upon them; atter which 
they talked freely together. 

Pharaoh was pleafed when he heard o€ 
this pathetick interview, and ordered Jo- 
feph to fend waggons along with his 
brethren, to bring their tather, their 
wites, and children into Egypz. And Jo- 
fep4 did fo, giving them provifions tor 
the way; and fent his father twenty afles 
faden with good things of the land. But 
when they came to Jaccb and told hints 
that Jofesh was yet alive, and governour 
over all the land of Egypr, his heart faint- 
ed, for he believed them not. Wowever, 
when he had heard the whole meffage, 
and faw the waggons that were fent to 
carry him down, his fpirit revived and 
he faid, lt 75 enough, Jofeph my fon is yer 
alive > Lwill go and fee him before I die. 

Se 
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So Jacob and all his family, fee out for E< 
fypt : And Jefeph went in his chariot to 
ineet his father, and fell on his neck, 
and wept greatly; ard J/rael {aid unto 
Jofeph, Now let me die, fince I have feen 
thy face, and thou art yet elive, Ob my fon! 


= SO gg ef a 


CHap. X. 


The Opprefion of the Children of Vrael in 
Reypot, aad their Deliverance from 
thence. 

Y the exprefs order of Pharaeh, the 
children of J/rael (who were feven- 
ty in number) were feated in the land of 

Gufben, the moft temtile part of Egypt; 

where the good Patriach Jacob lived 1eV= 

enteen years, atid then dicd, at the age 
of a hundred and forty feven. His body 
heing embalmed, was carried into the 
land of Canaaf to be Euried with his an- 
ceftors ; Jofeph and his brethren, with 

the fervants of Pharaoh, the elders of h‘s 

horfe, and the elders of the Jand of E- 

kypt, attending the folemnity. Jofeph 

died fifty eight years after his father, 
being adhundred and ten years old. 


®. 
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The Dfraelites now increafed and mul- 
tiplied fo exceedingly, that Phara:&, (a 
new King who knew not Jofepbh) being 
afraid they would grow too powerful, 
endeavoured to deflroy them. With 
this view be fet tafkmafters over them, 
who ‘* made their lives bitter with hard 
bondage, in mortar, and in brick, and in 
all manner of fervice in the field; but 
the more they were afflicted, the more 
they multiplied and grewg@’ ‘This rig- 
orous treatment not having the intended 
effect, Pharaoh ordered the Hebrew miid- 
wives to kill all the male children of the 
Ifraclites, as foon as they were born; but 
the midwives difobeying this wicked 
command, he charged his own people to 
execute his cruel purpofe, faying, ‘* Ev- 
ery fon that is born ye fhall caft into the 
river, and every daughter ye fhall fave 
dlive.”’ 

Now the wife of acertain Leauite being 
delivered of a fine boy, the concealed 
him for three months; but finding the 
could not hide him any longer fhe put 
hina into an ark of bulroffes, au laid 

1m 


Pr 
e 


58 Tue HISTORY of 


him in the flags by the rivér’s brick 
trufting the event to providence. In 


—- 
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this conditiun the babe was found by 
Pharaoh's daughter, who tock compaf- 
fion on him, employed his own morher 
to nurfe him and afterwards kept him as 
her own fon giving him the name of Mycso 

When’ the toundling, thus providen- 
tially preferved, was grown ‘up to a ilate 
of manhoed, ** he went out to his breth- 
ren, and looked en their burthens, ”* and 
feeing an Egyptian ftrike an Hebrew. he 

killed 
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killed the Egyptian, and buried him in 
the fand. ‘his coming to the ears of 
Pharaoh, Mofes was obliged to fly into the 
Jand of Midian, where he married ; and 
as he was keeping the flocks of Jethro 
his iatherinlaw, God appeared to him 
ina burning bufh, told him he had feea 
the afflictions of his people in Egypt and 
fent him to be their deliverer. Accord- 
ingly he carried the divine meflage to 
Pharaoh, and having (with his brother 
Aaron) wreught many miracles, and 
{mote Egypt with ten plagues, he at 
length forced the hardened king to let 
the S/raelites depart out of his territories. 
This event happened 430 years after the 
call of ASrabam, 140 aiter Jofeph’s death, 
in the vea: of the world 2512, and s491 
yea's hetore Jefus Chriff. ” 

The evening before the departure of 
the Ifraelites, the 14th day of the firft 
mvuath, (the bezinning of our May) God 
inftiturcs the feaft of the Patlover, or 
eating une pafchal lamb, to be kept yeare 
ly *hroughout their generations forever, 
in Commemoration of his paffin g ‘y, and 

{paring 
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{paring ihe houfes of the J/raelites, when 
he defiruy-d all the fir? born of the E- 
Lyprians. 

Some time whilft the J/raelites were in 
bondage, lived Job, a man eminent for 
his patience under afflictions ; the ac- 
count whereof in the book that bears 
his name, is generally believed to have 
been written by Jofes, though fome af- 
cribe it to Elsbu. 

CH a p.. Al. 


PHARAOH and bis Hoft drowned in the 
Red Sea. The Musmuring of the \s- 
RAELITES. 


OON after the children of J/rael were 

gone out of Egypt, Pharach’s heart 
was heardened, and he purfued them 
with his whole army; and coming up 
with them near the Red Sea, God was 
pleafed to work their deliverance in a 
very wonderful manner, by dividing the 
fea, fo that the Jfraelites walk through 
it on dry land, and the Egyptians that 
followed them were fo totally over- 
whelmed by the return of the waters, 

that 
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that not one of the hoft of Pharaoh re- 
mained alive. 

This miracle made an awful impref- 
fion (as well it might) upon the minds 

of the J/raelites, who thereupon feared 
and believed the Lord, and his fervant Mo- 
fes. Butina tew days they began to 
thew a murmuring difcontented fpirit ; 
firft, at the bitter waters of Marah, which 
were miraculoufly made fweet ; and then 
in the wildernets of Siz, where they ~ 
complained tor want of bread, wifhing 
they had died in Egypt, when they fat by 
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the fiefh pots, and did eat bread to the full, 
To fatisfy their hunger, God was pieaf- 
ed to fend a prodigious flight of quails, 
which covered their whcle camp, and 
the next morning he rained manna from 
heaven, with which bread he fed them 
during their forty years patlage threugh 
the wildernefs. 

After fuch fignal inftances of the 
goodnefs of the Almighty towards them, 
one would imagine it impoffible the J/- 
raclites fhould ever diftruft bis provi. 
dence again: And yetina fhort time, 
when they were encamped at Rephitizs 





Tue HOLY BIBLE. 63 


and found no water, they murmured a- 
eainit Mofes, and were almoft ready to 
fone him. Hereunon God commanded 
Mofesto take his rod, and fmire the 
sock in Horeb, which he did in the fight 
of the people, and the water gufhed out 
abundantly. 


CHape. All. 
The Law publi/bed on Mourt Sinai. 


| days atter the departure of the 
[fraelites out of Egypt, whilft they 
were encamped near Mc.:t Sinai, God 
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callec Alofes to the top of the Mount ; and 
there, with the moft awful folemnity of 
thander, lightning, and the voice of 
the trumpet, (which made all the people 
inthe camp tremble) delivered to him 
the ten commandments of the law, 
written upon two tables of ftone.* 
The four firft commandments, which 
make the firft sable, having an immedi- 
ate refpect to God himfelf; and the fix 
laft commandments, which make the 
fecond table comprife with the feveral 
branches of duty to our neighbour. 
They are heez inferted, from the twen- 
tieth chapter of Exodous. 

*It may not be improper to obferve here, 
that the patriarchal fiate commenced from the 
beginning of the world, and continued ontil 
this delivery of the law. There were reckon- 
ed ten Patriarchs before the flood, viz. Adam, 
Seth, Enos, Caizan, Mabatlaleel, Jared, Enoch 
Metbufelab, amech Land Neab. he Pa- 
triarchs after the flood, were Shem, Arphaxad, 
Setar, Heber, Peleg, Reu, Serug Nabcr, Terab, 
Abrabam, Laac and Facsbh: who with Jaccé’s 
twelve fons, (more cemmonly diftinguifhed 
by the name of Patriarchs) make in all 
thirty four, 

TABLE 
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Tasre I. 

I. Thou fhalt have no anise: Gods but 
me. 

IJ. Thou thalt not make to thyfelf any 
graven image, nor the hikenets of any 
thing that is in heaven above, or inthe 
earth beneath, or in the water under the 
earth. Thou fhalt not bow down {%o 
them, nor worfhip them: For I the 
Lord thy God am a jealous God, and 
vifit the fins of the fathers upon the child. 
ren unto the third and fourth generation 
of them that hate me; and fhew mercy 
unto thoufands of them that love me, 
and keep my commandments. 

IJ1. Thon fhalt not take the name of 
the Lord thy God in vain; Far the 
Lord will not hold him guiltlefs that tak. 
eth his name ir vain. 

IV. Remember that thou keep holy 
the Sabbath day. Six days fhalt thou 
labour, and do all that thou ha to do 3 
but the {¢venth day is the fabbata of the 
Lord thy God: Init thou fhalt do no 
manner of work, thou, and thy fon, aad 

1g é thy 
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thy daughter, and thy man-fervant, end 
thy maid-fervant, thy cattle, and the 
{iranger that is within thy gates: For 
in tix days the Lord made heaven and: 
earth, the fea, and all that in them is, 
and refted the feventh day : Wherefore 
the Lord bleffed the feventh day, and 
hallowed it. 


TaBtee If. 


V. Honour thy father and thy mother, 
that thy days may be long in the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

VI. Thou fhalt do no murder. 

VII, Thou fhalt not commit adultery, 

VIITY. Thou fhalt not fteal. 

IX. Thou fhalt not bear falfe witnefs 
againft thy neighbour. 

X. Thou fhalt not.covet thy neigh- 
bour’s houfe, thou fhalt not covet thy 
neiphbour’s wife, nor his fervant, nor 
his maid, nor his ox, nor his afs, nor any 
thing that is his. 

The year after the giving of the law, 
God commanded the tabernacle to be e- 


re@ted, and facrifiges to be offered by the 
priefts 
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priefts upon the altar ; and appointed 4a- 
ron and his fons to be fet apart and con- 
fecrated !o minifier before him in the 
prieft’s office. The ceremonial law was 
alfo given; and the holy utenfils, the 
priefts’ habits and all things belonging to 
the Lewithal {ervice, were fettled and 
regulated. 

The tabernacles confifted of two parts, 
the Loly of Holies, and the Holy Places. 
Into the Holy of Holies, which was with- 
oft the veil, where flood the ark covered 
with the mercy feat, none might enter but - 
the high prieft, once a year, upon the 
great day of expiation, when he made an 
atonement for the fins of the people by 
{prinkling blood. In the Holy Place, 

-without the veil, flood the golden candle- 
flick, the altar of incenfe, and the table of 
Joewbread, And in the court of the tab. 
ernacle ftood the brazen altar aed the 
lazer. But, fora particularaccount 
of what relates to the ceremonial as well 
as political laws which the Wraelites were 
to obferve, we muft refer te the books 
of Atafes themfelves, 
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Cuarpe. XIII. 


Ofthe BRAzEN SERPENT.—The Story of 
BALAAM and bis Ass. 


E fhall not follow the J/raelites from 
Mount Sinai through the various 
journies and encampments in the wilder- 
nefs, but bring them at once towards the 
borders of the promifed land. Anaeven 
here, after they had been for fo many 
vears miraculoufly nourifhed and pre- 
ferved, they could not forbear giving a 
freth inftance of their murmuring and 
rerverfe difpofitiogs : For in Punoa, 
(their 35th encampment) they loathed 
their manna, and /pake againft God and 
againft Mofes, wherefore have ye brough 
us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderuefs . 
for there is no bread, neither is there any 
water, Numb. xxi. 5. This provoked 
the Lord to fend fiery ferpents among ' 
them, and they bit the people, fo that 
great numbers of them died; whereupon 
they befought M/o/és to intercede for them, 
that the flery ferpents might be take” a- 
, way. 
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way. And God commanded Mofes to 
make a ferpeni of brafs, and put 1t upon 
a pole ; which being done, whoever was 
bitten by a fierv ferpent, when he bebeld 
the ferpent of brafs, he lived. The brazen, 





: . eam 
ferpent by looking upon which the 
Ifiaelites were healed, was a lively type 
of Chriff upon the crofs; by looking up 
to whom with an eye of faith, the wound- 
ed finner is faved from that death which 
he muft otherwife inevitably fuffer. 

In a few more journies the J/raelites 
arrived atthe plains of Moab, where 
we t 4 2 ¢ they 2 
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they encamped, on this fide the river 
Fordan, near Fericho. Their numbers, 
and their conquetts of the Amorites, gave 
Balak, king of the Moabites, very unealy 
apprehenfions for his own dominions, 
Hereupon he fent for Balaam to come 
and curfe the I/raelites, not doubting 
but he might then attack them with fuc- 
cefs, and drive them out of his territo- 
ries. But God commanded Balaam not 
to go along with the meffengers, ner to 
eurte I/rael, whom he himfelf had bleff- 
ed. Balak, however, fent a fecond mef- 
fase to Balaam, promifing: him great 
honours and rewards, if he would come 
and do what he defired. With thefe mef- 
fengers God permitted him to go, but 
with this command, ¢#be word wich [ 
Shall fay unto thee, that fhalt thou do. Upon 
this Balzam faddied his afs, and fet out 
with the meffengers; but as he was 
riding along, the angel of the Lord ftood 
in his way with a drawn fword in his 
hand: Which the afs perceiving, turn= 
edafide, ani Balaam {mote her te keep 
ber in the road. A fecond time, the 
angel 
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angel ftanding ina path between two 
valls, the afs gave way, and crufned 
Balaam’s toot again{ft thw wall ; and he 
{mote her again. The third time, the 
afs (aw the angel in a narrow way, 
where there was no room to turn either 
to the right or to the left ; and then fhe 
fell down under Balaam, who was there- 
upon fo enraged, that he imote her more 
feverely than before. Then the Lord 
opened the mouth of the afs, and fhe 
{aid unto Balaam, what have I done unto 
thee, that thou hajft {mitten me thefe three 
: times ? 
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times? And Balaam {aid unto the afs,, 
behold shou haft mocked me: I would there 
were a fword in mine band, for now 
evould Tkillivee. And the afs faid unto 
beisam, Am nol thine afs, upon which 
thou haft ridden ever fince 1 Was thine, un- 
wo thi: day ? was J ever wont to do fo 
unto thee? And he faid, may. Then the 
Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and be 
Saw ihe angel with bis fword drawn in bis 
hand, and be bowed down his head, and 
fell fiat on his face, acknowledging that he 
bac finned ; upon which the angel per~ 
mitted him to proceed on his journey. 


CHAP. NiV, 

The Vraelites pa/s through Jordan, and 
take Jericho. The sun and Moon fland 
fill. The aflory of SAMSON. SAUL 
anointed King. The flory of Daviv and 
Goulak. The Reign of Davin. 

N the 36th year ot the J/raelites’ fo- 
juurning in the wildernefs, daron di- 
ed, and was fucceeded in the H ph Prieft- 
hood by his fon Ekazer. The next day 


Gied Mofes, having had a view of the 
promifed 
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promifed land from Mount Nedo, and 
was fucceeded BY Fofhua in the civil gor- 
ernment. 

In the year before Chriff 1451, (to 
which era the following dates have ref- 
pect) Fofhua condued the ~ Ifraelites 
through the river Yordan into Canaan; 
the waters thereof being fmiraculoufly 
divided (like thofe’of the Red Sea) ‘to 
afford them a paffage on dry Jand. The 
next day circumcifion was renewed, 
which ceremony had been omitted dur- 
ing their forty years abode in the wilder- 
nels. Soon after (when they began to 
eat the corn of the land) manna ceafed. 

The inhabitants of Canaan were now 
to be conquered and deftroyed by the 
Yraelites, that they themfeives might 
potfets the country, according to the di- 
vine promife, Jericho was the firft ob- 
ftacle they met with; and God, being 
willing to fhew them that they’ fhould 
not depend: upon their own ftrength for 
victory, commanded ihe ark of the 
covenant to be carried feven times round 
the cil, preceded by feven priefts t blow- 
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ing trumpets of ram’s horns; and the 
feventh time, upon the particular figna), 
the people were ordered to give a loud 
fhout, at which the walls of Jericho felt 
down to the ground, and the J /raelites 
entered the city, and put to the {word 
men,women, and children, {paring only 
the harlot Rabaéb and her family, accord- 
ing to the promife of the fpies, whom 
fhe had concealed and faved from faliing 
into the hands of their purfuers. 

The city of 4i was foon after taken 
by ftratagem ; and the Gibeonites having 

artfully 
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artfully made a league with the IJ/reclites 
five kings joined their forces to befiege 
Gibeon. Hereupon Jofbua marched to 
the reliefof the Gibeonites ; and falling 
unexpectedly on the confederate army, 
he made a great flaughter, and put the 
ref{to flight. Many were flain in the 
purfuit, but a fhower of Jargé hail!ftones 
deftroyed more than the fword ; and, at 
the prayer of Jo/ua, the fun and moon 
ftood fill, until the J/reclites had com- 
pleted their victory, and tully avenged 
themfelves upon their enemies. The 
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five kings efcaped, and hid themfelves | 
in a cave ; bet being difcovered, they 
were brought out and hanged, and their | 
bodies thrown into the cave where hey 
had taken refuge. 

Jofbua, purfuing his victories, fubdu- | 
ed many other kings and nations, and | 
divided the promifed land among the 
children of J/rael. In 14q4qthe taber- | 
nacle was fet up at Shiloh ; and in 1427 | 
Jo/bua died, having governed Jrael four | 
and twenty years. 

After the death of Jo/bua, the Ifrael- 
ates were governed by judges, whom God 
raifed up from time to time to deliver 
them from their enemies. This kind of 
government began in the year 14¢5, 
and continued until Sau] was anointed 
king over Jfrael. The names of the 
judges were, 3. Otbniel; 2. Ebud; 3. 
Deborah and Barak; 4. Gideon; 5. 4- 
bimelech ; 6. Tolab ; on Jair 53. Fepbthah; 
9. Ibzan ; 1o. Elon ; 311. Abdon; 12. 
Samfon; 13. Eli; 14. Samuel. Of thete 
the moft remarkabie for their exploits 
were Gideon and See? 3 ; the former of 

whom - 
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whom, with only three hundred chofen 
men, (according to God’s appointment) 
deftroyed a numerous army of Midiaz- 
ites, together with their kings and prin- 
ces, and thereby entirely delivered J/- 
rael from their oppreffive yoke. 

Samfon the fon of Manoah, was born 
at the time the Philifines had dominion o- 
ver I/rael, being ordained by God to begitt 
their deliverance, according to the pres 
diétion of the angel to his mother, Judges 
xiii. 5. When he was grown up to man- 
hood, he caft his eyes on one of the 
daughters of the Philifines at Timnath, 
and defired his father and mother to 
procure her for his wife. His parents 
at firtt objected to his choice, as being a 
Philifiine : but finding him infift upon #t, 
they agreed to accompany him to Zimnath. 
In their way thither, when Samfon was 
at fome diltance from them, @ young lion 
roared againft him. And the fpirit of the 
Lord came mightily upon him, and be rent 
him as bewould have rent a kid, and he 
bad nothing in bisband; but he oe net 
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his father and moiberwhat he had done. So 
they proceeded on their journey to Tim- 
wath, and the propofed Marriage was a- 
greed on by all parties. 

After fome time, when Sam/on return- 
ed to marry his wife, he found a {warm 
of bees and honey in the carcafe of the 
dead lion; and at his wedding feaft he 
propounded this riddle to thirty young 
men at the table, viz. Ouxt of the eater 
came forth meat, and out of the firong came 
forth fweetne/s ; promifing them ih rty 
changes of raiment if they cculd explain 

if 
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within feven days; and if they could 
not, they were to make him the fame 
prefent. The fixed time being almoft 
elapfed, Sam/fon’s wife prevailed on him 
to reveal the fecret to her, which fhe 
immediately communicated to her coun- 
trymen. This fo enraged Samfon, that 
he flew thirty Ph:iftines, and gave their 
garments to thofe who had expounded 
the riddle. 

Samfon being afterwards denied his 
wife, whom her father had given to a- “ 
nother mao, refented it fo highly, that 
he caught three hundred foxes, and hav— 
ing ted them tail to tail, with firebrands 
between each, he let them loofe among 
the ftanding corn of the Pbhilifines, 
whereby it was burnt up, together with 
the vineyards and olives. This enraged 
the Péiliftines to fuch a degree, that they 
burnt his wife and his. father; . which 
cruelty Samfon revenged, by making a 
| great flaughter amongft them. | 
Thefe mutual aéts of hoftility occa- 
- fioned the Philiffines to affembly an army 
againft the men of Judab, who, ae 

: their 
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their refentment, perfuaded Samfon to 
Jet them bind him with new cords,and 

deliver him into their hands. This be- 
ing done, his enemies feeing him bound 
gave a great fhout ; on which the fpirit 
of theLord coming upon Samjfon, and he 
{fnapped the cords asif they had been 
burnt flax, and finding the jaw bone of 
an ais, he fell upon the Pbilifines, and 
therewith flew a thoufand men. 


a 
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Samfon’s carrying away the gates of 
Gaza, when the inbabitanté had fhut him 
m 
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in, With an intent to kill, him, was a- 
nother inftance of his furpriang ftreneth ; 
of which, however, he was at length 
deprived by the cunning and treachery 
of Delilah, and fo became a prey to his 
mortal enemies. The Lords of «he 
Philifiines applied themfelves to vhis prof- 
titute, for whom they knew Samfon had 
a great affeétion, offering her large re- 
wards if the cou'd prevail upon hin to 
tell her where his extraordinary ftrength 
lay. Three feveral times he amufed 
her with wrong accounts, and thereby 
efcaped the fnare into which fhe would 
have drawn him; but at laft, quite tired 
with her repeated folicitations, he told 
her all his heart: Yhere bas not come 
a razor upon mine head ; but if f 
be foaven, then my firength will go 
fiom me, and I fhall become weak, and be 
dike any other man. Nereupon Delilah, 
having lulled him to fleep upon her 
knees caufed the feven locks of bis head to 
be fhaven off, and his firengib went from 
bim ; and thén giving notice to the 
Philiftines, they feized him, put out his 
I eyes 
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eyes, carried him to Gaza, and there 
bound him «with fetters of brafs, and he did 
Srind in the prifon bouje. 
In alittle time, as Sampfon’s hair be- 
gan to grow again, his ftrength alfo re- 
turned, which he had foon an opportu- 
nity of exerting to the deftruction of his. 
enemies: For the Lords of the Philifiznes 
being aflembled to offer facrifice to their 
God Dagon for having delivered Sam/cz 
into their hands, when their hearts were, 
merry they fent for him out of prifon to 
make them fport, placing him between 
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the two pillars that fupported the tem- 
ple ; which Samfon perceiving, he took 
hold of them, one with his right hand 
and the other with his left ; and called 
upon God to affift him that once to be 
avenged of thé Phili(tines for the lofs of 
his eyes, and defiripg to die with them, 
«* he bowed himfelf with all his might, 
and the houfe fell upon the Lords, and 
upon all the people therein: So the 
dead which he flew at his death were 
mers than they which he flew in his 
ife.”’ ; 

Next after Samjaz, the High prieft E/ 
became Judge ot Ijxael ; in whofe days 
Samuel was born, and called to be a 
prophet of the Lord. WDuring El:’s ad- 
miniftration, the J/raelte} were overcome 
by ‘the Pbhiliftines, who in one battle 
killed thirty thoufand of them (E/’s two 
fons being among the flain) and carried . 
away the ark of the covenant; which 
melancholly news being brought to Ek, 
he fell backward from his feat and broke 
his neck, after he had judged J/rael forty 


years. 
, Under 


& 
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Under his fucceflor Samuel, the Ph:i- 
ifines were fubdued, the cities they had 
taken were reftored,:and the IJ/raelttes 
were happy duting his wife and juft ad- 
miniftration. But Samuel] growing old, 
and entrufting the government to his 
fons, they ‘‘ walked not in their father’s 
way, but turned after lucre, took bribes, 
and perverted judgment. Hereupon the 
people grewfdiffatisfied, and defired Sam- 
uel to make them a king to judge them 
like other nations, to go out before them 
and to fight their battles. This dif- 
pleafed Samucl, and he prayed unto the 
Lord ; who commanded him to comply 
with their requeit: And accordingly, 
by divine appointment, (in the year 
1095) he anointed Saul king of I/rael. 

So Jong as Saul continued obedient fo 
the commands of God by his prophet 
Samuel, fuccefs attended his arms, and 
his enemies fell before him; but at laft, 
being ordered utterly to deftroy the 4. 
malekites toggther with their cattle, and 
having {pared Agag their king, and fome 
of the beft of their fheep and oxen, God 

was 
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was fo provoked at his difobedience, 
that he determired to transfer the king- 
dom from him to David; to anoint 
whom (in the year 1463) Samuel was 
fent to Bethiebei. 

At this junéture an occafion of:red to 
ficnalize David’s valour in the face of all 
Ifrael: For Saul being at war with the 
Philiftines, and both armies lying incamp- 
ed near each other, there came fortha 
champion from the camp of the Philiftines 
of a gigantick ftature and prodiyious 
ftrength, who for forty days toyether 
bid defiance to the whole army of the 
Ifraelites, challenging them to fend out a 
man to fiht him, aod put an end to the 
war by fingle combat. The name of 
this mighty giant was Gehab, whofe bulk 
and afpeét {truck fuch a terror into the 
Vfraelites, that they fled whenever he ap- 
peared. 

Now it happened that David, who 
kept his father’s fheep, was fentto the 
camp with provifions for his three breth- 
ren, thenin the fervice of Saul; and 
finding whats panick run through thé 

armyy 
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army, and that the king had offered to 

ive his own daughter to the man that 
fhould kill the monftrous Goliab, he ex- 
preffed his inclination to engage this 
terrible adverfary. Hereupon his el- 
deft brother was very angry with him, 
accufing him of pride and baughtine/s of 
heart, and of neglecting his proper buf- 
inefs, the care of his few fheep in the wil- 
dernefs. Davtd, however, was not dif. 
couraged by this rebuke ; but talking 
to other perfons on the fame fubjeé, 
he was at length taken notice of, and 
introduced to Saxzl; who perceiving 
that he was buta mere ftripling, repre- 
fented to him how unequal a match he 
was for aman of Goliah’s ftrength and 
military experience. To obviate this 
objection, David faid to the king, izhy 
fervant kept bis father's fheep, and there 
came a lion and a bear, and tooka lamb 
out of the flock; and thy fervant flew both 
the lion and the bear; And this Pbilifline 
Shall be as one of them, feeing he has defied 
she armies of the living God: adding». to 

ew 
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fhew that his truft and confidence was in 

God alone, the Lord that deliwered me cut 

of the paw of the lion and out of the paw of 
the bear, he will deliver me out of the band 
ofthis Philiftine. 

Saul ammated with David's flory and 
refolution, ordered his own armcur to be 
put upon him; which being undoubted- 
ly too heavy for David, and his depend- 
ance being folely upon "the divine aifitt- 
ance, he put it off acazin, chufing to meet 
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the giant with only his fling and his ftaff. 
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When Goliab fae David advance to kim 
thus accoutred, he curfed him by his 
vain Gods, and faid, am I a dog, that thou 
comeft to me with flaves? Come bither, 
and I will give thy filofh unto the fovuls of the 
air, andio the beafts of the field. Then 
faid Davidto the Pbiliftine, thou comeft to 
me with a fusord, and witha fpear, and 
with a feield; but I come to thee in the 
name of the Lord of Hofts, the God of the 
armies of Ifrael, whom thou baft defied. 
Aod when the ?éhiuifine drew nigh, Da- 
vid put his hand in his bag, took from 
thence a ftone and flang it, and fmote the 
Philifline on his forehead, fo that he feil 
upon his faee to the earth. Thus David 
prevailed on tke Philiftine with a fling 
and a ftone, and ranand ftood upon him, 
and flew him with his own fword, and 
cut off his head. And when the Pdilz/- 
sines taw their champion was killed, they 
fled ; and the Ifraelites purfued them, and 
obtained a complete victory. 

The fuccefs attending this hazardous 
exploit, having gained David the ap- 
plaufe and affection of the people, Sau! 

grew 
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prew jealous of him, and determined to 
deftroy him: But Jonathan, the fon of 
Saul, was fo feofible of his great merit, 
that. he loved him as his own foul, and 
gave him notice from time to time of all 
the evil intended againft him by his fath- 
er. However, to avoid Saul’s refent- 
ment, David was obliged to fly into the 
wildernefs ; whither Sau! purfued him in 
vain, the Almighty being his protector. 
—Whilft affairs were in this ftuation the 
prophet Sanzuel died. 7 

The Lord having now forfaken Saul, 
and his army being entirely routed by 
the Philiftines, his three fons flain, and 
himfelf wounded ; in thefe defperate cir- 
cunttances he put an end to his life by 
falling on his own fword, and his ara 
mourbearer followed his example. This 
melancholy news greatly affected Da- 
vid, as appears by his pathetick lamen- 
tation for the lofs of Saz/, and more ef- 
pecially of Jonatian his beloved friend, 2. 
Sam. 1. 

After this deplorable fate of Saul and 
bis family, God was pleafed to arc 
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the throne of David over Ifrael and Ja- 
dah. He was 4 prince of extraordinary 
valour and wifdom, a prophet, and an 
excellent poet, the greateft part of the 
Pfalms being of his compofing. He fub~ 
dued the Phil:ftines, the Moabites, the Syr- 
tans, and other nations ; and defeated 
fome dangerous confpiracies that were 
formea againit him, particularly that of 
his own fon 4é/alom ; for his rebellious 
force were routed by thofe of David in 
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his mule went from under him, and teft 
him hanging on the tree, where he was 
afterwards killed. by Joad- In a word, 
having reigned forty years, and triumph- 
ed over his foreign and domeftick ene- 
mies, he died in a good old age, leaving 
his crown and kingdom to his fon Solo- 
mon. 


re 


CHAP. XV. 


Soromon’s Wifdom. His judgment bee 
sween the two Harlots. The Building 
and Dedication of the Temple. Hiftory of 
the Prophets ELijAu and ELISHA. 
JEZEBEL éaten by dogs. 


t 4 ? 
N the year before Chriff 1015; Solomon 
afcended the throne of Ifrael; to 
whom, according to his requeft, God was 
pleafed to grant fuch a degree of wifdom, 
that shere was none like bim either before or 
after bim ; and alfo made him fuperior 
in riche s and honour, to. all his predecef- 
lors or fucceeding princes. It happence 
that 
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' that an epportunity foun offered of fhew- 
ing his extraordinary underftanding and: 
judgment, which gained him great repu : 
: tation 5 for two harlots, whe lived in 
one honfe by themfelves, being brought 
to bed within three days of each cther, 
the child of one of them dying, the moth. 
er changed the dead one for the live one, 
“hile the other was afleep, and infifted 
ftrongly that it was her own. The cafe 
being brought before Solomon, and both 
the women claimed the hving child he or- 
dered it to be divided between them with 
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a {word : To which the pretended mother 
affenting, the real one defired the king 
to let the other have it whole, rather 
than fee her infant deftroyed. From 
this natural tendernefs, So/omon rightly 
judging her to be the true mother of the 
child, ordered it to be delivered to her 
accordingly. — 

The Almighty having referved to the 
peaceable reign of Solomon the buildinga 
temple to his name, that prince began 
the important work in the year of the 
world 2992, 480 years after the depar~ 
ture of the Lraelites out of Egypt, and 
1010 before the coming of Codrift. In 
this great undertaking he wasaflifted by 
Hiram king of Tyre, his father’s ancient 
friend, who fent him vaft quantities of 
cedar and other timber for that purpofe. 
In a word, he erected a moft ftately fab- 
rick, and embellifhed it with variety of 
fine carved work, profufely overlaid 
with gold: But for its dimenfions, cu- 
rious workmanfhip, and the richnefs of 
its utenfils and ornaments, we mutt refer 
te the account given of it in the holy 

icripture 
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Scripture (1 Kings Vi. vii.) not having 
room in this {mali hiftory to defcribe its 
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wonderful iplendor, beauty and mag- 
nificence. 

Solomon, having finifhed this glorious 
flruéture, fummoned together a numer- 
ousaffembly of I/raelites, and caufed the 
ark of the Lordtobe carried into an a-: 
partment peculiarly allotted for its re- 
ception, by farthe moft rich and fplen- 
did of the whoie building, called the 


Fioly of Holies 3 and then, with the ut- 
-  ynoft 
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moft folemnity of prayer and facrifice, 
dedicated the Temple tothe only true. 
God ; and having made a feaft for alf 
Vrael, which lalted fourteen days, he 
difmiffed them joyful and glad of beart. 

This great and wife prince, after a 
glorious reign of forty years, was fuc- 
ceeded (in the year before Chrift 975) 
by his fon Reboboam! through whole. 
folly ten tribes cf J/rael revolted to Jero- 
boam, and himfelt ruled over two tribes 
only, which were thofe of Judab and 
Benjamit. Thus there were two king- 
dons formed ; the one cailed the King- 
dom of \Israst, which comprehended 
the ten revolted tribes ; the other called 
the Kingdom of JupaH, which confified 
ofthe two tribes that yemained faithful 
to Reboboam. 

The new king of J/ragl, fearing that 
his fubjects would return to the obedi- 
ence of .Reboboam king of Judah, if they 
fhould go to Jerufalem ta worfhip God 
inthe Temple, and to offer their facri- 
fices there, fet up two golden calves, 
and prevailed with the people to ried 

a them 
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them under the name of the God of J/- 
rael; fo that in the reign of Jeroboam i- 
dolatry was eftablifhed, and in his fuc- 
ceflors kept up the fame falfe worfhip. 
However, it pleafed God to fend teveral 
prophets to the ten tribes, to turn them 
from their fins, and to preferve the 
knowledge of himfelf amon ft them. 
The mek eminent of thefe prophets 
was Elijah, who prophefied againft abad 
the wickedett of the kingsof I/rae/; affur- 
ing him, that for fome years to come 
tuere fhould be neither dew nor rain in 
the land. 
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In this time of drought, and of the 
famine confequent thereupon, Gud com- 
manded Elijub to hide himfelt by the 
brook Cherub, and caufed ‘the ravens to 
bring him bfead and flefh every morn- 
ing and evening ; and he drank of the 
brook, until at length it was quite dred 

up for want of rain. 

' Afterwards, by the divine command, 
Elijab went to a widow at Zarephatb, 
whom he found gathering ficks, ard de- 
fired her to fetch him a little bread and 
water; upon which the poor woman 
told him her diftrefs ; I bave not acate, 
(faid the) buta bandful of meal in a barre!, 
and a little oil in acrufe; andbehold, lam 
gathering flicks to make a fire #0 drefs it for 
me and my fon, that we may eat it and dye. 
Norwithitanding this, the prophet ord«r- 
ed her to bring hima little cake; and 
promifed her, that her barrel of meal and 
crude of oil fhould not fail, until the 
Lord fent rain upon the earth; Which 
was accordingly fulfilled. 

Whiltt Eljab fojourned with the wid. - 
ow, her REaee i and God was pleaf- 


ed , 
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ed, atthe fupplication of the prophet, 
to reflore him to life, to the great joy of 
his mother, who at firft was ready to 
impu'e his death to the prefence of Elijah; 
but on feeing him alive again, Now dy 
this I know (faid the) that thou arta man 
of God and that the word of ihe Lord in 
thy mouth is truth. 

When the drought had continued 
feveral years, and the famine raged ia 
Samaria, God commanded Elijah to go 
and fhew himfelf to 44a8, promifing to 
fend rain upon the earth; which he did 
abundantly, at the prayer of the prophet 
upon the earth; which he did abur® 
dantly, at the prayer cf the prophet up- ~ 
on mount Carmel. Soon after this, his 
life being threatened by Jezebel, Abad’s 
wife, becaufe he had deftroyed the proph- 
etsof Baal, he retired into the wilder- 
nefs, where the Lord appearedto him, 
and ordered him, to anoint Eli/ha to fuc- 
ceed him fasajprophet. Eljab having 
found Eli/ba, at plough, threw his man- 
tle over him ; and £ilifba taking leave of 
his father and mother, followed Elijah. 

Abont 
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About the year 896, the two prophets 
came together to the river Jordan, the 
waters thereof Elijah {mote with his 
man‘le, and they were divided bither and 
thither, fo that they went beth over on dry 
ground. Now Elijab being fenfible of his 
approaching removal, afked El/ba what 
he fhould do for him before he was tak- 
en away: To which Elifoa anfwered, lee 
a double portion of thy fpiris be upon me. And 
as they wentonand talkea, there apppear- 
ed a chariot of fire, and borfes of fire, and 
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dy a whirlwind into heaven. When he 
was out of fizht, £éz/ba took up the man- 
tle that fell trom nim, and returned to 
‘Jordan, he divided the waters with it, 
and paffed over on dry land as betore. 
It foon appeared that the {pirit of £dr- 
jah refted on Elifba, and the m:racles that 
“be wrought gained him peat efteem, 
and reputation. Now there came a cer— 
tain woman to Eli/pa, laying, thy fervant 
my bufoand is dead, and thou knoweft that 
shy fervant did fear the Lord, and the 





creditor is come to take upon him my two fons 
to 
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so be bondfmen. And. Elifba fad unto 
her. what fhall I do for thee? tell me 
ewhat bafi thou in the boufe ? And the fad, 
thine handmaid bath not any thing inthe 
houfe, fave a pot of of. He then com- 
manded herto borrow a great number 
ot velfels of her neighbours, and pour 
into them until they were fuil, which 
fhe did accordingly ; ard found fucha 
vatt increafe of her oil, that fhe fold part 
of it to difcharge her debt, and had e- 
nough left for the fubfiftence of herfelf 
and her children. 

After this Elsfba reftored the Shuna- 
mite’s fon to lite, cured Naaman of his 
leprofy by fending him to wafh in Jor- 
dan, {mote Gehazi w.th the fame diftem- 
per, caufed uron to fwim, and wrought 
many other miracles. In the year 884, 
he fent a voung prophet to anoint Zebu 
king over Ifrael, and to declare tohim 
the wil of God that the whole family of 
Abab fhould be deftroyed. Whereupon 
Febu being proclaimed by the foldiers, 
and having killed king Yoram, Ahab’s 
Jon, entered Jezree/ in triumph, and fee- 

ing 


bY 
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ing the wicked Jezebel looking out of the 
palace window, he ordered her to be 
thrown down, and fome of ber blood was. 
Sprinkled on the wall, and the dogs after- 
wards devoured her body, (agreeable to 





the pred-ction of the prophet Elijah) as 
a punifhment for her wickednets, par- 
, ticularly the murder’of Nadorh. 


CHAP. 


Tuz HOLY BIBLE. 102 


CHoap. XVI. 


Jownan in the Whale’s Belly, SHADRACH, 
MeESHACH aud ABEDNEGO, caf into 
a fiery Furnace. DANIEL in the Lion's 
Den. The Jewisn Hiflory broughe 
down to the Birth of CHRIST. 


N the reign of Jeboa/b, king of Judab, 

about the year betore Chri? 826 (or, 
according to others, in the reigns of Az- 
ariah king of Judab, and Jeroboam If. 
king of J/rael, about the year 808) God 
commanded the prophet Jonah to go to 
Ninevah, the chief city of the Afyrians, 
and proclaim to its wicked inhabitants 
their approaching deftruétien: But in- 
ftead of obeying the voice of the Lord, 
Jonah went down to Joppa, and there took 
fhipping for Tarfhi/o. Hereupon it pleaf- 
ed God to fend a creat ftorm, and there 
was amighty tempeftin the fea, which ex~ 


ceedingly terrified the mariners, who — 
expetted to perth every moment. In 


this danger they agreed to catt lots, to 
know for whofe caufe the evilwas Come up- 
on 
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on them; and the lot fell upon Jonah. The 
prophet then ingenuoufly acknowledged 
that himlelf was the occafion of their 
diftrefs, and defired them to thraw him 
overboard; which they did, rhough not 
with ut much reluctance, and the fea 
ceafed from ber raging. Now the Lord 
bad prepared a grearfifh to frwallow up Jom 
nab, and be was in the bel’y of the fifh three 
days and three nights; ww which difmal 
ficuation, he fincerely repented, and prays 
eithe Lord; who thereupon cauled the 
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fith to caft up Jonab on the dry land. 
After 
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After this deliverance the prophet obey- 
ed the divine command wentto Nine. 
ueh and denounced its overthrow; but 
the Ninevites repenting In fackcloth and 
afhes, and turning from their evil ways, 
God was pleafed to fpare that great city, 
in which were mere than fix fcore tkoufand 
perfons that could not difceru between their 
right hand and their left. 

{n the year 788, in the reign of Aza- 
riah, or, Uzziah, king of Judah, Amos 
prophefied ; and probably Jord prophefi- 
ed in the fame reign. In his reign hike- 
wife, and in thole of Jorham, Abaz and 
Hezekiab, lived the prophets J/aiah, Ho- 
fea, and Micab. . 

In the fitth year of Hezekiah, king of 
Judah, and the ninth ot Hofbea king of 
Ifrael (before Ckriff 721) Shalmarxezer 
king ot Afyria, tuok Samaria, and carri- 
ed the ten tribes captive into his own 
Kingdom, from whence they were dif- 
perled into divers countries, and have 
never fince been fertled in their own land. 
Thus ended the kingdom of I/rael, after 
it had fubfified, feparate from that of 

Judah 
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Judab, 254 years, under twenty kings of 
ten feveral families, In Hezekiah’s reign 
Nabum prophefied. 

In 599 Jeborakim king of Judah, fur- 
rendered Jerafalem 10 Nebuchadnezzar, 
who carried him and the chief of the 
people captive to Babylon: And in 588, 
the eleventh year of Zedekiab (who iuc- 
ceeded Jeboiakim) Nebuchadnezzar took 
Serufalem after a long fiege, burnt the 
temple and the whole city, razed the 
walls and carried away the Jews into 
captivity. Thus was the kingdom of 
ee deftroyed, 468 years after the 

eginning of David's teign, 388 years 
from the divifion of the tribes, and 
334 vears after the deftru€tion of the 
kingdom of Ifrael. Obadiah prophefied 
under Zedekiab. 

Jeremiab and Zephaniah were cotempo- 
raries ; the former of whom prophefied 
fortyfive years, viz. from the 13th of 
Jofah, to the sth of the BabylonifB cap. 
tivity. Habakkuk is alfo fuppofed to 
have prophefied in the reign of Jofab. 

Ezekiel 
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Ezekiel who was carried away captive 
with Jeboiakim to Babylon, began to pro- 
phefy in the fifth year of his captiviry ; 
And Daniel, who was carried to Babylon 
in his youth, in the third year of Jeboze 
akim (607) prophefied there to the year 
534, inall 73 years, and lived to be 
about the age of 94. 

Whiltt Daniel was a captive at Babylon, 
God was pleafed to give him an extraor- 
dinary degree of wifdom, and he had uns 
derflanding in dreams and vifions far fupe- 
rior to all the magicians and aftrologers: 
of that kingdom. ‘This was a mean of 
his advancement to great honour; for 
Nebuchadnezzar having forgot one of his 
dreams, which troubled him very much, 
and confulted his magicians to no pur- 
pofe, ordered all the wife men of Badylon 
to be put todeath. Boat Daniel detiring 
a little time to confiderof it, the Lord 
revealed the fecret to him in a night vifion ; 
and being brought before the king, he re- 
lated to him his dream, and explained its 
meaning ; whereupon Nebuchadnezzar 
made him great prefents. and appointed 

im 
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him ruler over the province of Rabylon 
At Daniel's teq eft, his'three fellow Cap. 
tives, Shadrach, Mefbach, aad Abednego, 
were allo entruftea with the affairs of the 
kingdom. | 

— Thele three Jeays (whefe real names 
Were Haunaniah Mifhael, and Azariah } 
having ablolutely retuted to worthip a 
golden image that Nebuchadrezzar had 
Jet up, he was fo enraged ayainit_ them, 
that he crdered them to be caft nto a 
fiery furnace, heated feven times houer 
than ujual. The king’s command was 
obeyed ? but the moft high God, whom 
they te:red and worfhipped, was with 
them and preferved them in the midit 
of the fire, and they came out of the tur- 
nace without @ hair of their heads jing: d, 
neither were their coats coanged, nor had 
she fimell of fire paffed on them. 

Thrs wondestul deliverance extorted 
from Nebuchadnezzar, who was an eye 
Witnels of it, an acknow ledgment ot the 
power of the God ot !frac/, but fone 
years atter, being proud ot his vidtcries, 
and beafting of the niagnificen:e of his 

; buildings 
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puildings,he fell diftraéted, and (as Dan- 
‘ef ha itoretold when he interpreted anoths 
ar of his dreams) he was driven from the 
fuciety of men, and did eat grajs as oxen, 
and his body was wet with the dewof 
heaven, until bis batr was grown like ea- 
gle's feathers, and bis nails like bird’s claws. 
"Atter fever years thas {pent among the 
bealis of the field, hts reafon returned to 
him, and he was re‘ored to his kingdom, 
praifing an4 honouring the King of heav- 
en, all whofe works are truth, aad his 
aways judgment, and thofe that ewalk in pride 
be is abe to abafe. 

In the year 638, Bel/bazzar king of 
Bab,lon made a great tealt for his nobles, 
and caufed the veffels of the houfe of the 
Lord to be fetched that Nebuchadnezzar 
his grandfather had brought from Jeru- 
alem, out of which he himfelf, his prin- 
ces, his wives and concubines drank wine 
tothe glory of his idols, and the difhon- 
our of the true God. But in the mid& of 
his jollity, a band appeared, and wrote on 

| the 
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the plaifter of the wall, MENE MENE, 
TEKEL, UPHARSIN ; which the 
king obferving, he was greatly terrified, 
and fent for his Chaldean aftrologers and 
niagicians to read the writing, and pive 
him the interpretation of it; but they 
not being able to do either, Dani wag 
called, whe read and interpreted the 
writing ; whereupon he was publickly 
proclaimed the third ruler in the king- 
dom. The fame night Bel/bazzar was|fain; 
andthe 4fyrian monaschy which had ftood 
from its foundation by Nimrod, 165 
years, 
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years, was feized by Darius the Mede, 
and the Perfan monarchy founded by 
Cyrus. My 
Dariel’s greatnefs under Darius raifing 
envy in fome of the principal courtiers 
and officers they contrived his ruin, but 
finding nothing to accufe him of with ree 
{pect to his management of publick af- 
fairs, they perfuaded the king to figna 
decree, that for thirty days no petition 
fhould be made to any God or man, but 
10 himfelf only. Thiscommand Daniel 
difobeyed, by making fupplication to his 
God as ufual, ard for fo doing he was 
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caft intoa den of lions; but the king 
himfelf going to the den the next morn- 
ings and finding that Daniel had receiv- 
ed no hurt, he caufed his accufers to be 
eaft into the fame den, whom the lions 
prefently devoured. And he publifhed 
a decree, that all perfons throughout 
his dominions fhould reverence and fear 
the God of Daniel. 

The BabylonifS captivity lafled feventy 
years, according to Feremiab’s predic 
tion; which time being expired, Cyrus 
king of Perfa gavethe Jews leave, in 
the year 536) to return to their own 
country, under the conduct of Zerubba- 
bel, and rebuild the temple of Jeru/alem. 
But in this they were interrupted by 
the neighbouring nations, and the 
work was delayed until the time of 
Darius Hiftafpes (the fame with Aba/ue- 
rus) who ordered the temple to be re- 
built, and the worfhip of God reftored ; 
to which undertaking the Jews were 
preffingly exhorted by the prophets Hug- 
gai and Zechariah, the former ef whom 
propheGied that the glory of the fecord 
temple fhould be greater than ap of 

the 
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the firft; mot as being a more magrif. 
icent ftruéture, but in regard the Mef. 
fab fhould one day honour it with his 
prefence. In the 6th year of Darius the 
temple was finifhed, and dedicated with 
great jov and abundance of facrifices ; 
and the Paffover was aifo celebrated. 

Inthe zoth year of Artaxerxes (445) 
Nehemiah ob:ained leave ot the king to 
rebuild the walls of Jerufalem, in which 
city he likewife reftored order and civil 
government. Malachi, the laft*of-the 
prophets, was contemporary with Nebee 
miah, and prophefied after the rebuild- 
ing of the temple. 

The Jews being returned into their 
ewn country, were for fome time fubject 
to the kings of Perfia, and afterwards to 
the king of Syria. They were expofed 
to divers perfecutions, of which the ftaft 
and moft eruel wus ‘hat of Antzechus, who 
plundered and rrophaned the temple, 
and made ufe of torments to force the 
Jews to renounce their religion, as may 
be feen in the hiftory of the Maccabees. 
These cruelties obliged Mattarhias and 

H many 
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many other Jews to enter into a coye- 
nant together tor the prefervation of 
their religion and liberty. They gain- 
ed many victories by the courage and 
conduét of Judas Maccabeus, and Joua- 
than, both fons ot Mattarhias : And have 
ing recovered their liberty, they reef- 
tabiithed the exercife of their religion, 
and were a long time under the gov- 
erument of the priefts who {ucceeded 
Judas ‘sad Jonathan, and took the ttle 
of kings. At laftthe Jews fell under 
the dominion of the Romans, who made: 
Herod (the fon of Antipas or Antipater) 
king of Judea; and it was this Herod: 
that reigned when our bleffed Saviour 
came into the world. 

Six months before Chrift, Jobe the 
Baptift was born, who was fent to pre-e 
pare the way for the reception of the 
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CuHuap. I, 


The Birth of CHRist. The ANGEL afe 
pears tothe Shepherds. The adoration 
of the Macr. CHRist difputes with 
the Doctors in the Temple. 


HE t:me being at hand, when God 

had determined to fend his only be- 
‘otten fon into the world, (A. M. 
004) to take upon him human nature, 
nd to difpenfe the gofpel of falvation to 
oft mankind ; the angel Gabriel was fene 
da virgin named Mary (efpcufed toa 
ian whofe name was Jo/eph, of the houfe 
{ David) whom he addreffed in thefe 

words ; 


rd 
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words : Hail thou that art highly favsur- | 
ed, the Lord is with -bee ; bleffed art thou) 
aming wimen. The virgin deine fur. 
prizes at this falutetion, the angel bid 
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her nut be afraid; «ffuring her, tha | 
fhe, though a virgin, fhould conceive b: 
the overfhadowing of the Holy Ghott) 
and bring forth a fon, and call his nam | 
Jesus, who fhould reign over the houfe ¢ 
Jace’, and of whife kingdom there fprul 
be wo end And Mary (ard, Behold tk 
bandmaid of the Lord, be it unto me accora 
ing to thy werd, . 
: uf 
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At this time, Auguflus Cefar having 


dered a general taxation to he made 
hroughcut the Roman empire, Jojeph, 
aith Mary his «fp. ured wite (hen bg 
with ehila) went to Bethlebem to be tax— 
sd: And while ‘they were there, the 
‘ime of Ler delivery bemg cenie, fhe 
‘brought torth her firft Lorn, ard wrap- 
ped him in fwaddling chuthes, and laid 
him ina manger, becapfe thee was no 
room for theminthe inn.”” But thougn 
40 earthly pomp atrenced the birth of 
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this prince of peace, yet the angel -f God 
proclaimed the joyful news to fome fhep- 
herds who were watching over their 
flocks by night, Sfand the glory of the: 
Loid thone round abont them.’’? And! 
whea the angel had delivered his glad 
tidings, ** Unto ycu 1s born this day, in: 
the city of David, a Savicur, which is 
_ Chrift the Lorc,’’ (whom, for a fign, he 

told them they thould find wrapped tn 
{waddling clothes, lving in a manger) on 
a fudden he was joined by a multitude 
of the heavenly hoft, praifing God and 
faying, ** Glury to God in the higheft, 
and on earih peace, good will towards 


29 


men. 

The thepherds going to Beshlchem, 
and finding every thing true that the 
angel had faid, they declared publickly 
wha: ‘hey had heard and feen, and re- 
turned) prafing and glorifying God. 
And she: eizht days were accomplithed 
for the circumefing of the child (accord- 
Ing to the law cf Mofes) he was named 
Jesus, which fignifies a Saviour. He is 
@Mfo called EmManwet (Jfaiab vii. 146 

Matt. 
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Marr. i.23-) which fignifies God with 
ss, and isthe fame in fubftance as the 
name Je/us. 

When the days of the virgin’s purifie 
sation were Over, the parents of the 
sleffed Jefus brought him to Jeru/alem, 
'o bis ows temple, to prefent him to the 
Lard, and to offer fuch a facrifice as the 
Mofaick law required. Thus was ‘ful. 
Giled that of Mulachi iii. 1. Tbe Lord 
whom ye feek fall fuddenly come to bis 
temple; and that ot Haggar He Bis Qe 
awill fill this boufe with glory, faith the\Lord 
of Hofts. The glory of the latter boufe foalb 
be greater than that of the former ; that 1S, 
than of Solomox’s temple dettroyed by 
Nebuchadnezzar. To clear this proph- 
ecy it is obferved, that granting the fec~ 
ond temple, in refpeé&t to the outward. 
ornaments Herod beftowed upcn it, to 
exceed that of Solomon (as the Jews bold= 
ly affirm) it was yet inferiour to his on 
account of its wanting the five ftanding 
miracles or glories, VIZ. ¥- The Ark in 
which were the two tables of the cove-’ 
nant; the golden pot of manna, and 

Aaron’s 


\ 
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Aaron’s rod that bloffomed: 2. The 
Skechinah, or divine pretence, mar. ifefted 
by a vifible cloud refting over the mer- 
cy feat: 3. The facred fire which came 
down from heaven, and burnt continu- 
ally upon the altas: 4 The Urim and 
Thummiin ; and 5. The /pirit of prophecy. 
From whence it is plan, that by the 
greater plory of the latter houte is meant 
the gerfonal pretence of Chri, he Light 
of the world, the brightnefs of bis Futher’s 
glory, and the expicfs image of his pe fin. 

Three learned eafiern kings (cxiled 
Magi or Wife Men} guided by a: extra- 
ordinary fiar. came to Bethlehem and 
worthipped fefus, bringirg with ‘hem cf- 
ferings of gold, frankincenfe, and myrrh. 
This ftar vas mathreetold refvest nur- 
aculous : Firff, as to place, bem cearer 
the earth thin any othe: ftar : Seccnaly, 
in its motion, as movi g wisedtly te r- 
wards, and not chienlsrly : Therdly, In 
that it fhone by dav as well as ty nigh, 

Soon after this, Herod cave the cruel 
erders fer killing all the ch:ldrea in 

. Retalebem 
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Bethlehem andits neighbourhocd, from 
tw. years old and under, in hopes of 
deftroying the infant Jefus; but Jofepb 
being warned by the angel o! the Lord 
in adream, fled with him and his moth- 
erinto Egypt, where they ‘continued pn 
til the death of Herod; and then, by 
God’ appointment, they came and dwelt 
in Nazareth, acity of Galilee. 

Now the parents of the holy Je/us 
went every year to Jerufalem at the feaft 
of the Paflover ; and when he was but 


twelve years old, being with them at 
Chat 


? 
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that folemnity, he tarried behind in Je- 
rufalem unknown to his parents, who 
had gone a day’s journey homewards 
before they miffed him, not doubting 
but he was inthe company ; but hav- 
ing enquired after him amongtt their 
kindred and acquaintance, and not find- 
ing him they returned to Jerufalem un- 
der very great concern ; where, after 
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three days fearch srbey found } him-in the 
temple, fitting in the midft of the Doctors, 
borb heéring them and afking them ih ; 
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andall that beard him were aftonifbed at 
his underflanding and anfwers. Fefus 
then went home to Nazareth with his 
parents, to whom he was obedient, and 
was brought up by them in a poor and 
low eftate ; but he increafed in wifdom 
and flature, and in favour with God and 
inan. 
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CHuaprv. II. 


Curist, baptized by Joun. Enters upon 
bis Minifiry. His Sermon on the Mount. 


OHN, the forerunner of our Cord; 
having baptized great numbers of 
ews, the bleffed Jefus himfelf (in order 
to fulfil all righteoufnefs) condefcended to 
be baptized by him in the river Jordan. 
And when he came out of the water, 
the heavens were opened, and be faw the 
Spirit of Grd defcending like a dove upon 
bim ; and a woice came from beaven, faye 
ing, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleafed. Here the myftery of me 
mo 
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moft bleffed and gloricus Triritry was 
difplaved ; God the Father, by a voice 
from heaven; God the Son. in his human 
nature ; a.d Godshe Holy Gb ft, under 
the anpearance of a dove 

Atter this, Je/us was led by the fpirit 
into the wilder:eis, where he fafted for- 
ty days and forty nights, and overcame 
all the temptations of Satan. He was 
now in the thirtieth year of his age, 
when he began tu eater upon his minift- 
ry, preaching the gofpel of the kingdom 
ef God, and exhorting all to ei 

e 
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The truth of his doétrine he confirmed 
by many and ftupendous miracles, the 
Gift of which was his turning water into 
wine at a tarriace in Cana of Galilee. 
He went about healing the fick, curing 
the lame, reftoring the blind to fight, 
ca(ting out devils, and even raifing the 
dead to life; therehy unqueftionably 
proving his divine miffion, that he was 
the pro nifed and expected Meffiab, who 
was fent into the world to make-an a. | 
tonement tor the fins of mankind, and 
to purchafe for all thofe who believed 
in nin, and followed his molt holy ex- 
ample, atte to eternal life. ; 

Our bleffed Lord, baving gained a 
great number of difciples,  chofe 
twelve trom amongft them, whom he 
named Apoftles, viz. Peter, Andrew, 
James, Jobn, Philip, Bartholomew, Mat- 
thew, Thomas, James, the lon ot. Alpheus, 
Simon, cared Zeiores, Judas the or ther | 
of james, and Judas Ifcartot = hefe he 
fent forth in his name tw preach the gol, 
pel, and to work inracies; and to thefe, 
he more particularly -addrefled himie}€ 

if 
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in his moft excellent fermon on the 
mount, contained in the sth, 6th, and 
7th chapters of St. Matibeww, which may 
be looked upon asa fummary of the 
Chriftian doctrine, and at which the mul- 
titude wh> heard him were aflonithed, 
Sor he taught them as one having authority, 
and not as the feribes. 





The divine preacher begins his fermon 
with bleffings on the poor in fpirit; on 
thofe that mourn; on the meek; on 
thofe who hanger and thirft after righ. 

| teoufnefs 
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teaufnefs ; on the merciful ; on the pure 
in heart ; on the peace marers ; and on 
thofe who are perfecutec for righteouf- 
nefs fake. He tells his difciples, they 
are the falt of the earth, the light of the 
world, a city fet upon a bill; and exhorts 
them, Let your light fo foine before men, 
that they may fee our good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heave 
en. He commands os, if we are at varie. 
ance. with any one, to endeavour at a. 
reconciliation before we make our ad- 
drefles to the throne of grace. He abfo- 
lutely forbids fwearing, and the reveng- 
ing of injuries received; and adds, 
Give to bim tha’ afketh thee, and from him — 
that would borrow of thee turn not thou @- 
way. He teaches us, that we are not 
only to love our neighbour, but even our 
enemies ; to blefs them that curfe 11s, to 
do good to them that hate us, and to 
pray for them that defpitefully ufe and 
perfecute us ;: And this from the exam. 
ple of our heavenly Father, who maketh 
bis fun to rife on the evil and the good, and 
sendeth rain on the ju and on the a 
or 
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Nor are we to imitate the Divine Beings 
inthis particular only, but in all his 
imitable verfections: Be ye perfed as. 
your Father which is in beaven is perfect. 
Our Saviour proceeds to inftruct us, 
that we are not toyvive alms, nor offer 
un our prayers in publick places, as the 
hypocrites do, merely to be feen of 
men; but both are to be done as pri- 
vately as peffible, and then our Father, 
who fees in fecret, wiJl reward us openly. 
Nor are we in our>prayers to ufe vain 
repetitions, or think that we fball be heard 
Sor our much {peaking : But we are to pray 
after this manner. ‘** Our Father, 
which art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth, asit isin heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trefpafles, as we forgive 
them that trefpafs againft us. And 
lead us not into temptation : But deliver 
us from evil: For thine is the king~ 
dom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever andever, Amen.’ ‘The fame rule 
is to be obferved with ref{pect to fafting : 
We are not tg act the hypocrite by put- 
ting 
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ting on a fad countenance, and disfiguring 
our faces that we may appear untvu men 
to taft; but rather to avoid external 
fhew and recommend ourfelves, by fin- 
cerity of heart, to the notice of our heav- 
enly Father. Our Lord farther advifes 
us, to lay up treafure in heaven ; alluring 
us that ewbere our treafure is, there will 
our heart be alfo. And it is impoffible 
for us to ferve God and mammon, he 
exhorts us not to be over aaxious about 
what we fhall eat, or what we thall drink, 
oF wherewithal we fhall be clothed ; for 
furely we cannot diftruft that providence 
which provides for the fowls of the air, 
who nerther forty nor reap, nor gather into 
barns; and which fo clothes the lilhes of 
the field, thar neither toil aor fpin, that 
even Solemon in all bis glory was not ar- 
rayed like one of thefe.- To this he fub. 
joinsa promifz, that if we feek firfl the 
kingdom of God and bis righteoulnefs, cll 
rhefe things (2. e. food and, raimeni, the 
necéffaries of lite) fall be added unto as 
In the next place, Ghrifi forbids us7s 
judgerafhly of one another, and ce , 
J emp. 
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demns that failing to which we are all 
too lable, of being quick fighted and 
cenforious with refpeét to the faults of 
others, whilft we overlook or palliate 
our own. He then gives this encourag- 
Ing exhortation to praver, aff, and it fhall 
be giver you; feck and y:u fhall pind ; 
knock and it faall be opened unto you. 
for what man is there of ,ou, whom tf kis 
Jon afk bread, utlhe give bim a flore ? 
Or if be afk a fifh, will he give bim a fer- 
pent ? It e then, being evil, know hew to 
give good gifts unto your clildren, how 
much more j;lail your father which isin 
heaven give good gifts io them that afk 
him? Lowheh te adds this univerfal 
and goiden ruie i morality, whet ye 
would that men fhouald do 19 you, do ye even 
9 toikhem, for this is the law and the proph- 


ro ‘s. Our Lord proceeds, enter yéin at 
ah, “Srrait gate; for wide is the gate, and 
-, \ 4d 1s the way that leadeth to deftrudtion ; 
gre 


firait is the gate and narrow is the 


Dut : ; 
\ ewhich leadeth unto life. He cau-~ 


ana) 
“gions 


his followers avgainft talfe prophets, 


who (he tells them) may be known by 
their 


- 
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thei fruits. And now drawing to a con- 
clufion of his divine difcourfe, he ex- 
horts them to be doers of the will of 
Gow, and not bearers only ; comparing 
the former to a boule built upon a rock, 
which 1s able to withftand the fury of the 
fleods and rempelts ; and the /atter toa 
houfe built upon the fane, which cannot 
refilt the violence of a ftorm, but falls in 
the tune of trial, and great is the fall 
thereof. 





Cuape. IIl. 


Curist reflores the Widow's Son to Life. 
Ele fiilleth the Tempeft. JOoun the Bape 
tift beheaded. Five Thoufand fed with 
five loaves and two Fybes. CHRIST 
walks on the Sea and St. PETER comes 
to meet hun. 


HEN our bleffed Saviour had 

ended his fermon on the Mownt 

he went into Capernaum, where he heal. 

ed the Centurion’s fervant, on account 

of the extraerdinary faith of his mafter, 
And 
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And the next day going to Nain in com- 
pany with many of his difciples, when 
he came near the gate ofthe city, he 
met agreat number of pecple who 
were attending the corps of a widow's 
fon to the place of his interment. Our 
Lord having compaffion on the diftrefl- 
ed woman, bid her not weep; and touch- 
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ing the bier he commanded the young 
mafito arife; which he did according- 
ly, and began to fpeak : And he deliver- 
ed bim to bis mother. And there cane @ 
fear on ail; and they glorified God fayinks 

tht 
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thata great propbet was rifen up among ft 
them,; and that God had vifited bis people. 

Not long. after our faviour wrought 
this miracle, he went into a fhip with 
his difciples, and as they failed along, he 
fell afleep. In a fhort time a violent 
tempelt arofe, infomuch that the veffe} 





was covered with waves; and the dif- 
ciples, apprehending themfelves in the 
utmott danger, ran to their mafter and 
awokehim, faying, Lord fave us, we per- 
ih! To which he replied, Why are se 
fearful, O ye of litsle faith ! and having 


revuked 
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rebuked the winds and the fea, a calm 
immediately enfued ; at which they 
were all aftonifhec (as well they migiit) 
faying one toanother, what manner of 
man is this, that even the winds and tke 
Sea obey him ? 

About this time Hered (the Tetrarch 
of Galilee and Patrea) hearing ot the 
miracles of the bleffed Jefus, concluded 
they were wrought by Jodn the Baptift, 
whom he had beheaded, and whom he 
fuppofed to be rifen from the dead. 
This Herod (we fiad) had married Hero- 
dias, his brother Pdilip’s wife ; and the 
Baptilt having boldly’ reproved him for 
it as an inceftuous alliance, Herodias re- 
fented it fo highly, that the prevailed 
with ber bufband to caft him into prifon 
and would have had him put to death ; 
but Herod was afraid to proceed to that 
extremity, knowing that Joba was held 
jn great efteem by the people, as a zoud 
man and a prophet. However, Herod?- 
as at Jength found an opportdhity of 
accomplifhing her wicked defign; for 


hes daughter having danced before Her- 
og 
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of on his birth day, he was fo extreme- 
lv pleafed, that he rathly promifed swith 
an oaty to give ber whatever fhe wouled 
afeeven to she balf of bis kingdom. The 
young woman, being betore hand in- 
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stru€ted bv her mother, defired Herod to 
give her the Baptift’s head in a charger : 
Upon which the king was exceedingly 
forry ; but for the {ske of his cath, he 
fent an executioner, who beheaded John 
in prifon, and brought his Lead to the 
damiel, 
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damfel, who carried the bloody prefent 
to her cruel mether. 

The fame of or Saviour’s miracles 
drewiuch afconcourfe of people about nm 
wherever he went, that it was difficult 
for him to avoid their company, thangh 
ever fo defirous of retirement. Of this 
we have an inftance, when he departed 
privately with his difciples ‘inc a defer: 
place ; tor the people being apprifed of 
his defign, he found a great muititade 
got thither before him, at the fizht of 
whow be was moved with compafion be- 
caufe they were as fkeep not having afsep- 
herd: And he fpake unto them of the king- 
dom of God, and healed them that had need 
ofbealing. ‘Towards the evening his dif- 
ciplkks came to him, and put him in 
mind that as the day was far fpent, it 
would be proper for him to difmifs the 
multitude, that they might go into the 
neighbouring towns and villages, and 
buy themfelves neceffary refrefhments ; 
Bot lefus laid, they need not dapart, give 
ye them, to eat; and his difesples teling 


him they hadonly five loaves andituc 
fithes 
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fies, he ordered them to be brought; 
and having canfed the peopleto fit down 
on the grafs, he took the Joaves and 
fifhes, anc looking up to heaven ke blefed 
aid brake and gave to his difciples, and 
the difciples to the multitude. And they 
aid alleat and were filled ; and they took'up 
twelve bafkets full of the fragments that 
yemained. The number of men thus 
mniraculoufly ted, were about five theuf- 
and, befides women and children. 

Jejus having ordered his difciples to 
getinto a fhip, and crofs overs the water 
before him, he ftaid behind to difmifs 
the people to their refpective habitations; 
which being dune, he went up into a 
1uountain to pray ; And when he had 
finifhed his devotions, 1: the night time 
he fuliowed his difciples, walking to- 
wards the thip on the furtace of the fea. 
At this ftrange fight they were exceed- 
ingly terrified, thinking that it bad been 
a fpirit ; but Jefus called to them, be of 
good cheer, it is I, be not afraid. To 
which Peter anfwered, Lord, ¢f i oe 

iQ’ 
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bid me come unto thee on the water. And 
he faid come ; whereupon Peter quitted 
the veffel, and walked on the water to go 
‘to Jefus; but the wind being high, and 
finding himfelf beginning te fink ke cried 
out, Lor7, fave me; co which our Save 
iour immediately Rretched forth his 
hand °o his affiftance, and thus upbraided 
hin, O thou of little faith, wherefore didft 
thou doubt ? And when they were got 
into tne fhip, the wind ceafed, to the a- 
ftonifhment of the difciples, who came 
and worfhipped Jefus, faying, of a truth, 
thou art the Son of God. 


XS 


CHape. IV. 


Zhe good SAMARITAN. The Prodigal Son. 
Dives and La ZARUS. 


AC the narrow bounds of our little 
hiftory will not permit us to give 
an account of all the miracles of cur 
Saviour, {o neither can we recite the 
many excellent parables he delivereg 
for 
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for the inftruétion of the people, but 
fhall felect a few of thofe that are moft 
apt to ftrike upon, and affect the minds 
of youth, for whofe ufe this epitome of 
the facred writings is principally in- 
tended. 

A lawyer afked Fefus this gueftien, 
Who is my neighbour ? received an an- 
{wer in the toliowing parable ; which 
teaches us, that to lowe our neighbour 
is to be charitable, compaffionate, ready 
to relieve the diftrefled, and univerfal- 
ly benevolent to the whole race of man- 
kind. ‘ A certain man (iays our Lord) 
went down from Jerufalem to Jericho, 
and fell among thieves, who firipped 
him of his raiment, and wounded him, 
and departed, leav.ng him half dead. 
And by chance there came a prieft that 
avay, and when he faw him he pafled by 
on the other fide. And likewile a Le- 
vite came and looked on him, and pafl- 
ed by onthe other fide. But a certain 
Samaritan, as he journied, came where 
he was} and when he faw him, he had 
compaffion on him, and bound up his 

wounds, 
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wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and 
fet him upon his own beaft, and brought 
him toan inn, and took care of him. 
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And on the morrow. when he departed 
he tock out two pence and gave them to 
the hoft, and faid unto him, take care of 
him, and whatfoever thou fpendeft more, 
when I come again I will repay thee. 
Which now of thefe three thinkeft thou 
was neighbour unto him that fell among 
thieves; The lawyer readily anfwered, 
He that fhewed mercy on bim, then faid 
jcfus unto him, Go, and do ar 
he 
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The parable of the Prodigal Son is an 
admirable leffon to thofe who have for- 
faken their heavenly Father, and {pent 
their youth in vicious courfes and the 
purfuis of vain imaginary plea{nres, 
teaching them plainly, that no true 
happinefs is to be found, until they re- 
turn unto God by a fincere repentance, 
who is then willing to pardon their tranf- 
greffions, and receive them again into 
his tavour. ‘* Acertain man had two 
fons, tthe youngeft of whom having re- 
ceived his portion, took his journey in- 
co a far country, and there wafted his 
fubftance with riotous living; and when 
he had {pent all, there arofe a famine in 
the land, and he began to be in want; 
which made him fubmit to the mean 
employment of keeping {wine in the 
field, and he would glacly have filled 
his belly with the bufks they fed upon. 
In this Gate he began to reflect upon 
his folly, and faid, How many hired fer- 
vants of my father’s have bread enough 
and to fpare, and I perifh with thegeg t 
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I will arife and go to my father, and fay 
unto him, Father, I have finned againit 
heaven, aud before thee, and am no 
more worthy tv be called thy fon ; make 
meas one of thy hired fervants. And 
returning Lome in this penitent and 
fubmiffive maaner, he was reccived by 
his father with open arms, who tell on 
Ais neck and kiffed him, urdered him to 
be arrayed in the beft apparel, and the 
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fatted calf to this my for 
(faid he) was dead and is alive again ; 
bewas bof, and is found,”” 

Tn 
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In the ftory of Déves and Lazarus is 
frongly fet forth the auty of thole whom 
Providence has bieifed with riches, and. 
the punifhment that awaits them if they 
induige themfelves in dpxur nd intem- 
perance, whilft they eple€f to relieve 
the poor and affliéted : And at the fame 
time the virtuous man has a comforta- 
ble affurance, that ler his fufferings in 
this world be ever fo great, he fhall be 
rewarded with an eternity ot biifs here- 
after. & There was a certain rich man, 
(ays our Saviour) who was Clothed in 
purple and fine hinen, and fared tump- 
tuoufly every day. And there was .a 
certain beggar, named Lazarus, who 
was laid at his gate full of fures, and de- 
firing to be fed with the crumbs that fell 
from the rich man’s table ; moreover, 
the dogs came and licked his fores. And 
it came to pafs that the beggar died, and 
was carried by theangels into Abrabam’s 
bofom: The rich man alfo died, and 
was buried ; and in hell he lifted up his 
eyes, being in torments, and feeth Aéra- 
bam afar off, and Lazarus in his bofom. 
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And hecr.cu and tau, Fatcer Abratia™, 
have m:rty on me, and fend Lazarus that 
he may dip the sip of bis finger in water and 
cool my tongue ; for Lam tormented in this 
flame. To which Abraham antwered, 
Sor, remember that thou in thy life time re- 
ctivedft thy good things, and likewrfe Laz- 
arus evil things ; but now ke is comforted, 
and thou art tormented,”° 


CHAP. 
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Crap. Ve * 


LAZARUS railed from the Dead. Cunist 
ridesto Jerufateny on an Ass. The In- 
Siitution of the Lard’s Supper. CHRist 
betrayed h, JUDAS; carried before Cai- 
APHAS, and denied by PETER. 


Othe miracles of our bleffed Lord 

already mentioned, we fhall add 
one of the laft and moft remarkable that 
he wrought, vz. chat of raifing Laza- 
rus trom the dead. This Lazarus was 
the brother of Murthaand Mary, whom 
the Scripture tells us Jefvs loved. He 
had been interred four days, and was 
Suppofed to have bezun to putrefy, when 
Chriff came to give this fiznal inftance 
ot his divine power. Having ordered 
t@ flone to be removed that was laid 
over the grave, after a fhort ejaculatiog 
to Almighty God, he cried with a loud 
voice, Lazarus, come forth! And imme- 
diately the dead man came forth, gush 

K 
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he was bound hand and foot, and had 
his fece tied about with a napkin ; front 
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which they focn lovied him, and tet him 
go. And many of the Jews who beheld 
this aftouifhing miracle believed in Je- 
US. 

The time of the paffover drawing 
nigh, Jefus {ent two of his difciples to 
fetch an afs, which he had told them 
they would find tied at a certain pla&e ; 
and the afs being brought accordingly, 
the Lord of the Univerfe condefcended 
to ride on this contemptible animal in a 
kind of humble triumph to Jerufalen, 

attended . 
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attended by a multitude of people, who 
{pread their garments in the way, and 
cut down branches from the trees, and 
flrewed them in the road, crying out as 
they paffed along, Hofanna tothe Sen of 
David: Blefed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord; H)fanna in the higheft. 
When he came to Jerufalem, he wept 
over it, and foretold its deftruction ; and 
going into the temple, he turned out the 
buyers and fellers, overthrew the tables 
of the money chingers, and healed the 
blind and the lame. 
__ In the evening of the firft day of un- 
Jeavened bread, the neceflary prepara— 
tions having heen made, Jefus fat down 
with his twelve apoftles to eat the paifo. 
ver. And as they were eating, Jefus 
took bread, and bleffed it, aad brake it, 
and gave it to his difciples, and faid, 
Take, cat; this is my body, which is given 
or you: This doin remembrance of me. 
And he alfo took the cup after funper, 
and gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
faving, Drink allye of it ; for thisis my blood 
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of the New Teftament, awhich is fbed for 
gasy for the remifien of fins. tthe {ame 
time Jefus gave his difciples a leffon of 
humility, by wathiog their feet and wip- 
ing them with a tow el wherewith he was 
girded. 

Our Lord, after eating this laft fup- 

r with his difciples, was betrayed that 
very night, by Judas, according to his 
own prediction: For having retired into 
the garden‘of Gerbfemane, t0 prayer 
(where in agcny he {weat drops or a0 
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of blood) the traitor brought thither a 
number of armed men ; and faluting his 
mafter with a kifs (which was the fignal 
agreed on) they feized on the bleffed Je- 
fus whofe difciples then forfook him, 
and led him to the palace of Caiaphas, 
the high prieft, where the fcribes and 
elders were aflembled. Peter being will- 
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ing to fee the event, followed afar off, 
and coming to the high prieft’s palace, 
he fat down by the fire in the hall a 
mongft the fervants; one of whom, 
locking earneftly at him, faid, Thou alfo 
uaft 
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awafl with Fefus of Nazareth. But Peter 
denied it, faying, Woman, I know him 
not. After a little while, another faw 
him, and faid, Ydis is one of them: But 
he denied it again. And not long af- 
terwards, another confidently affirming 
the fame thing, he began to curfe and 
fwear, faying, T know not the man uf 
whom ye fpeak > And immediately the 
cock crew. This brought. to Perer’s 
remembrance the words that Je/us had 
faid unto him, Before the cock crow, thou 
Shalt deny me thrice. W_hi.ereupon he went 
out and wept bitterly.—A meft remark- 
able inftance of human frailty ! For 
whea our Lord forewarned Peter of this 
fhamefu! fault, he promifed in the 
ftrongeft manner, Though I fhuld die 
with thee,yet will I not deny thee > And fo 
like wife:aid all his difciples; who never- 
thelelssforfock him and fledin the me 
cf trial, 
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CHuape. VI. 


The Crucifixion, Refurrefion and Afcen- 
fron of CHRIST. 


HE next morning after Cori? was 
examined by Caiaphas, the Jews 

led him to Poxtivs Pilate, \he Reman 
Gaverver of laaca, 


Pr elie 3 = rer —- 





/ p 
Ws i 


ass 
es 


of perverting the nation, of calling him- 
feita king, and of forbidding to pay 
tribute to Cefar. But Pilate finding so 
fauit io him, did all he could to fave him 
from 
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from the malice of the Jews ; and i¢ 
being a cuftom to releafe a malefactor 
on occafion of their great feift, he pro- 
pofed to chaftife him and let him go. 
‘This, however, would not fatisy his in= 
veterate enemies, who cried out loudly, 
Crucify him! Crucify bin | Whereupon 
Pilate, fee:ing he cow'd not preva'l to fave 
him, took water and safhed his hands 
befoie the multitude, faying, J am inno- 
cent of the blood of this jul perfon 5 Jee ye te 
zt. To which the Jews replied with 
this dreadful imprecation, His blood be 
on us, and our children. 

Thus wearied by their importunities 
and clamour, Pilate releafed Barabbas, a 
murderer, and having caufed Jefxs to be 
fcourged, delivered him to the Jews to 
be crucified. Then the foldiers, having 
put a crown of thorns upon his head, 
mocking him, fpifting on him, and of- 
fering him other indignities, they carri- 
ed him to aplace called Golgozha, where 
they crucified him between two common 
malefagtors. And there was durknefs 
éver all the land from the fixth to the ninth 

bour ; 
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hour ; and the veil of the temple was rent 
in twain, the earth aid quakeand the rocks 
rent: As vf ali nature fuffered, when the 
Lord of Lite and Glory expfred on the 
crofs. 





One of the thieves that were crucified 
with the bleffed Jefzs, became a penitent 
on the crofs, and faund mercy, receiv- 
ing this gracious promife from his dving 
Saviour. This day foalt thou be with me 
in Paradife. But we ought by no means 
to luck ‘upon this extraordinary cafe as 
am encouragement to a death bed re- 

pentances 


154 Tae HISTORY or 


pentance, for asa great divine obferves, 
‘We read of ONE man’s being pardon- 
ed at the hour of death, that none may 
defpair, and ef BUT ONE, that none may 
prefume.”’ 

When the evening was come Jofeph of 
Arimethea, an honourable counfelier and 
difciple of Jefus went to Pilate, and beg- 
ged his body’; and having wrapped it in 
Aine linen, he laid it in his own new fe~ 
pulchre, which .be had hewn cut of a 
rcck, and rolled a great ftuné to the 
mouth of the fepufchre. Now the chief 
priefts having fuggefted to Prlate, that 
the difctples of Jefus might fteal away his 
body in the night, and make the people 
believe he was rifen from the dead, he 
granted them a party of foldier:, and they 
ewent and made the fepulchre fure (as they 
thought) jfealing the flone, and fetting a 
waich. But, notwithftanding all thefe 
Vain precautions, on the third day after 
his interment, our Lord arofe tuiamph- 
ant from the grave ; at whichtime there 
was! a great earthquake, and the foldiers 
trembled, and became as dead men, at the 

approach 
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approach of an angel, whofe countenance 
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qwas like lightning, and bis raiment white 
as fnow. 4naemembrance of our Sav- 
jour’s glorious refurre€tion on: the fir 
day of the week, the chriftian church, 
authorized by apoftolical example, keeps 
that day holy inftead of the JewiS fad- 
bath. 

The bleffed Jefus, to put his refurrec- 
tion out of all doubt, thewed himfelf a- 
live by many infallible proofs. He was 
Arft feenby Mary Magdalen, and other 

devont 
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devout women; then by Peterand Jobs ; 
then by the eleven; and aiter that by 
above five hundred breshren at once: 
And having rema‘ned on earth forty 
days, and {poke to his apoftles of the things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God, he al- 
fembled them on Mount Olivet and 
there aflured them, that they fhould in a 
fhort time receive the Holy Gheft, and 
be ew ineffes tobim both in Jerufalem, and 
wn ull Judea and in Samara, and unto ihe 
suttermo par: of the earth. Suon after this, 
whiift they beheld be was taken up, and a 
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cloud received him out of their fight, And 
as . 
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as they were looking fleadfaftly towards 
heaven (not perhaps without fome unea. 
fineis at the lofs of their dear Lord and 
Matter) they faw swomen fland by them 
in white apparel, who vave them this com- 
fortabie offirrance : The fame Jefus, which 
is taken up from you inio heaven, fhall come 
an like munner as ye bave feer bm go into 
heaven Upon whichthey returned to 
Jerufalem, to wait for the accomplifh- 
ment of their Lord’s promife. 





Cuape. VII. 


The Defcent of the Hot.y GHost. ANA- 


NIAS and SAPHIRA ftruck dead for 
telling a Lie. STEPHEN ftoned. 


HE Apoftles, after our L srd’safcen- 
fion being affembled at Jerufalem 
with the other difciples, chofe Matthias 
by lot to take part of the miniftry and a- 
poftlethip,. from which Judas had fallea 
by trarfgreftion; and Matthias was ace 
cordingly numbered with the eleven a- 
poftles. And onthe day of Pentecoft, 
to 
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to which our Whitfuntide anfwers, being 
the fame diftance trom Laffer that Pente- 
cof? was from the Jezui/b paflover the 
tenth day after Chrif’s afcenfion, being 
all met together zn one place, there fudden- 
ly came afound from heaven, as a rufoing 
mighty w:nd, and it filled all the houfe 
where they were sitting. And there ap- 
peared upon them cloven tongues, like as of 
fire, and it fatupon each of them. And 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghoft, 





and began to =A qwwith ether tongues, as 


ale Spirit gave thers utterance. The ru- 
mour 
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mour of this prodigy drew together a 
mixed multitude of feveral- nations: 
And,to their great amazement, every 
man heard the apolttes fpeak in bis own 
language the wonderful works of God. 
On this memorable occafion, by the 
powerful preach ng of Src. Peter, about 
three thoufand fouls were added to the 
church of Chriff. 

By this pleutiful effufion of the holy 
fpirit, according to the divine promife, 
tie apofties were enabled to work mira- 
acles inthe name of Jefus, and convert. 
ed many thoufands to the chriftian faith, 
who con(tantly followed them, living ai 
in common, and wanting nothing ; for. 
thofe who had eftates and pcfleffions fold 
them, and brought the money to thea- 
pofties, who aivided it amongft the be- 
lievers in proportion to their feveral 
neceflities. But a certatn man nated 
Annanias, and his wife Sappiira, having: 
fold fome land, brought only part of the: 
money to the apofiles, pretending it was 
the whole. This being amoft wicked 


endeavour to impofe upon the Holy 
: Ghoft 
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Ghoft by alie, Peter feverely rebuked 4n- 
naniastor it, who there upon fell down 
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dead at his teety and was carred our and 
beried. His wite coming in foon after, 
and not knowing what had happened, 
perfifted in the fame ftorv ; and being 
alfo reprimanded by Peter, fell down 
and expired, and was carried to her grave 
by thofe very men who had juft done the 
fame office for her hufband.—A terrible 
warning to all hars, hypecrites, and 
pretended zealots in the caufe of relig- 


ion | 
The 
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‘The number of chriftians increafing at 
Jerufalem, it was thought praper (by the - 
advice of the apoftles) to chufe feven 
deacons, who fhould diftribute the alms 
of the whole church to the widows and 
poorer fort of believers. Szephen, one 
of the deacons, having confounded fome 
perfons that difputed with him, they 
falfly accul¢d him of blafphemy, and 
brouglit him before the counfel ; where 
the good man, full of faith and of the holy 
gf; fo boldly reprehended the obftina- 












Psa 
PSs 


it 





362 Tue HISTORY oF 


ef the Jews, and their murdering, the 
bled Jefus, that they were cut tothe 
beart. and guafked on bun abith their teeth. 
Ant .bey cafi tim out of tbe cits, and foned 
im, be cailing upon God, and faying, Lord 
Sefus, receive my fpirit. Nor did the 
holy martyr pray for himf(cif only, but 
(after the example of his great mafter 
for his periecutors alfo ; crying with his 
jaft breath, Lord lay not this fin to their 
charge 


Crap. VIII. 


The miraculous Converfion of St. PAU Le. 
Sr: PereR delivered out of Prifon by am 
Argel St. PAUL fripuorecked. 

§ gy death of the firft martyr Stephen 

was followed’by a great perfecution: 

of the church at Jerufalem, infomuch' 
that the believers were fcattered abroad! 
throughout the regions of Judea and Sa: 
matia. But among all the perfecution#’ 
of the primitive chriftians, no one exette: 
ed himlelf againft them with fo much 
fury and bitternefs as Saul, who was al-: 
fo called Paxil, and became afterwards’ 
tne | 


» 
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the great apcftle ef the Gentiles. He (as 
the Scripture ftrongl, expreffes at) 
6¢ brea hing out threatenings and flaugh- 
ter againft the difciples of the Lora,” 
obtained letters from the high prieft and 
ithe countils to the ‘ynapogues of Da- 
smafcus, that he mght apprehend all who 
protefled the relig-on of Jejus in thofe 
parts and bring them bound tu Jerufalem. 
But when he came near to Damafeus, 
there fuddenly fhone round about him 
light from heaven ; and he fell on th 
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earth, and heard a voice faying to hint, 
i 6 Saul 
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sefore Herod intended to have delivered 
nim up to his enemies, an angel of the 
Lord was fent to Peter in prifon, who 
was chained, and fleeping between two 
‘aldiers, At the command of the an- 
sel, Peter arofe, and the chains fell cff 
from his hands; and havins paffed two 
wards, they came to the iron gate, 
which opened of its own accord 
it their approach ; and Peter be‘ng now 
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It diperty, (ue angel departeg. La. is it 

slealed God to deliver his gfervant out of 

le hands of Hered, and to fruftrate the 
bleody 
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bioudy defign and expe Cation of the Jews. 

As to the avoftle Paul, having elcaped 
from Damafeus (shere the Jews iad 
wait to kill hun) he caneto Jerufalem, 
and fpake boldly in the name of Jefus. 
From thence he went to Tarfus, travel 
Jed through Syria and Czlicia, and hav- 
ing vificed divers ciher parts ot Afa 
(chiefly in company with Barnabas) per- 
forming many miracles, and converting 
vaftt numbers to the chriftian faith, he 
was at lait apprehended by the Jews at 
Jerufalem, and would have been put to 
death, had it not been for the chief cap. 
tain of the Romans, who fent him undee 
a {trong puard to Felix the Reman gover- 
nour of Judad, then refiding at Ca/area. | 
Feliz, finding the Jews unable to prove 
any thing worthy of death againft him, 
treated him with lenity; notwithftand- 
ing which, when Portius Fefius {ucceeded 
him in the governames', bemy willing to 

ew the Jews a pleafure, he left Paulin 
prifcn. 

This great apofile, as the moft certain 
way to efcape the malice of the a 

whe 
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«ho ‘were implacably bent to deftroy , 
him, at lait appealed to Cafar himlelf 5 
and being puton board a fhiy, with oth—- 
er prifoners, in order to be fent to Rome 
they were overtaken by a vielenr ftorm, 
whereby thev were (hin-wrecked on the 
Coat of Melita (now Mata) the velfel 
being beat to pieces, but every one got 
{afte tv fhore. The iflanders rreated. 
them «ith great humanity, snd made a. 
fire to Varm thet 5 but St. Paul having ~ 
gath. veda bandle of fticks, ana latd 





168 Tus HISTORY or 


them on a fire, a viper came out and 
fattened on his hand, which made them 
conclude he wasa wicked man; whom 
vengeance would not foffer to live, 
though he had efcaped the fhipwreck- 
However, when they faw hin: fhake off 
the viper into the fire, without receiving 
any harm, they changed their minds, and 
faid, be wasa God. The apoftle having 
continued in this ifland three months, 
curing. the fick, and iealing all manner 
of difeafes, failed trom thence, and ar- 
rived fate at Rome, where he was a prif- 
oner atdarge, and lived two whole years 
in his own hired houfe, preaching the 
kingdow of God, and teaching thofe things 
which concern the Lord Fefus Cbhrift, with 
out any moleftanun. 

Atter this, St. Pazl obtained his lib- 
erty, preaching the gofpel in Spain, and 
then toundiag a chutch at Crete, contti- 
cuted Titus the bifhop of it. Then tak. 
ing Timothy with him, he vifited the 
churches 1 Judea, and other parts ; and 
having ordaiied Zmotby bifhop of Epbe- 
fas, and vifited the Corinthians, ana the 


brethren 
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brethren in 4fa and at Zroas, he return. | 
ed to Rome, where, meeting with Peter, 
they journied in preaching the Gofpel 
both to Jews and Gentiles ,until they 
were caft into prifon, by order of Helius, 
the Governour, and offered up their 
lives as a teftimony of the truths St. 
Paul was beheaded, as being a Roman 
citizen ; but St. Peter not being entitled 
to that privilege, was crucrfied. ‘ 
: es .% 





Tue CONCLUSION. 


Of the Last Jupement. ~ = 
Sa proper conclufion of this Hiffe- 
A ry of the Bible, we fhall adda tew 
words relating to that tremendous day, 
the Day of Fudgment; atime when all 
mankind muft appear before the judge 
of Heaven and Earth, and give an ace 
count of their actions in this life, wheth- 
er they are pood or evil. This time in 
holy fcripture is termed, the great and 
terrible 
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terrible day of the Lord ; the day when rhe 
fan fhall be darkened, and the moon fhall 
not give her light, and the ftars fhall fall 
Srom heaven, and the finners in Sion fhall 
‘be afraid. -At this day Curist fhall 
defcend.from heaven in his own and his 
Father’s glory, ‘with a fbout, with the 
wotce of the archangel, and unth the trump 
of God ; on which awakening fummons 
all the inhabitarfts of the grave fhall 
come forth, the living fhall be 
changed, and all fhall appear before 
his awful tribunal, who fhall judge the 
wog)d in rizhtecufnefs. With him there 
will be no refpect of perfons, the mon- 
arch and the peafant will be upon a lev- 
el. Small and great thal! fand before 
him, the books fhall be opened, and ev- 
‘ery man fhall be judged accurdi:g to 
his works. Then will the rizhteous be 
carried by angels of light to their feat of 
bits ia heaven, there to enjoy unfpeak- 
able and everiafiing happinefs, and the 
wicked fhail be cat into hell, intoa 
place 
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place of woe and mifery, to dwell with 
the devil and his angels, where the quorm 
dies not, and the fre is not quenched. 
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BOOKS for the Infirudtion and A- 
mufement of Children, which wilt 
make them wife and happy,, printed 
and fold by THOMAS, SON and 
THOMAS, Worcefter. 


HE BROTHER’s GIFT; or 

the naughty Girl reformed. 
Publifhed for the Advantage of 
the rifing Generation. 

The SISTER’s GIFT ; or the 

_ naughty Boy reformed. 

The FATHERS’s GIFT ; or the 
way to be wife and happy. 

The MOLHER’s GIFT; or a 
Prefent for all little children who 
wifh to be good. 

The FAIRING : Or, agolden Toy 
for Children of all Sizes and De- 
nominations, 


In which they may fee all the Fun of the Fair, 
And at Home be as happy as if they were there. 


Be MERRY and WISE; or the 
Cream of Jefts and the Marrow 
ef Maxims, 


| 


BOOKS Sold by THOMAS and Co 


The SUGAR PLUMB; or {weet 
Amufement for Leifure Hours: 
Being an Entertaining an inftruc- 
tive Colle&ion of Stories: Em+ 
bellifhed with curious Cuts. 

Tom Thumb’s PLAY BOOK, to 
teach Children their Letters as 
foon as they can fpeak, Being a 
new and pleafant Method ta al- 
lure little Ones inthe firft Prin- 
ciples of Learning. 

The litth PUZZLING CAP, ora 
{mall Colleé&tion of Riddles. 

The big PUZZLING CAP; or a 
large Colleétion of Riddles. 

The Travels of ROBINSON CRU- 
SOE. Written by himfelf. 

HAGAR in the Defert. Tranflated 
from the French. 

The BEAUTY and the MON- 
STER. 

The Natural Hiftory of four footed 
Beafts, By Tommy Trip, 


BOOKS Sold by THOMAS and Co, 
NURSE TRUELOVE’s Chriftmas 


Box. 

The ROYAL ALPHABET; or 

~ Child’s beft Inftru€tor; to which 
is added, the Hiftory of a little 
Boy found under a Haycock. 

The Death and Burialof COCK 
ROBBIN; with the tragical 
death of A, Apple Pye. 

The remarkable Hiftory of TOM 
JONES, a Foundling. 

TOM THUMB’s Folio; or a 
Three penny play Thing for Lit- 
tle Giants. To which is added 
an Abftra& of the Life of Mr. 
‘Thumb. , 

Entertaining FABLES, for General 
Inftru@ion. 

JACKY DANDY’s Delight; or 
the Hiftory of Birds and Beafts, 

The renowned Hiftory of GILES 
GINGERBREAD a little Boy 
who lived on Learning, 


BOOKS Soldby THOMAS andCce 


The Hiftory of Mafter JACKEY, 
and Mifs HARRIOT; with 
Maxims for thé Improvement of | 
the Mind. 

The LILIPUTIAN MASQUER- 
ADE. 

VIRTUE and VICE: Or, the Hif. 
tory of CHARLES CARERUL, 
and HARRY HEEDLESS, 
fhewing the good Effetts of con- 

inued Prudence. 
NURSE TRUELOVE’s New 
Year’s Gift, &c. 

New SONG BOOK. 

A little LOTTERY BOOK for 
Children: Containing a new 
Method of playing them into a 
Knowledge of Letters ana Fig- 
ures, KC. 
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